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6.
Journeys in Time and Space -and Beyond
To those on the Path, and Joel was on the
Path long before he came into the world as
Joel Goldsmith, there are no accidents.
Nothing takes place by chance; everything is
according to divine order. The divine
Consciousness, individualized as every
person, knows what is necessary each step of
the way. Every experience, which a person
who carries on a great work has, serves to
provide the requisite equipment so that he
may fulfill his unique function in the divine
Plan.
So Joel's time spent as a Salesman cannot be
discounted or looked upon as lost years. As a
salesman he was a good one, he knew he had

a good product, he felt he had only to show it
to a customer to have it accepted, and he
always presented it with an overflowing
exuberance that was contagious.
This same attitude carried over into his work
in the spiritual ministry. He never resorted to
high-powered advertising of any kind,
knowing that the worth of his product would
carry it to recognition, and his product was
the fruitage of his conscious union with God.
That needed no fanfare and none of the
gimmicks so frequently used to capture the
fleeting attention of the public. He was
building on a firmer foundation than that, for
his was a movement in consciousness.
Yet like the master salesman he was, he
never lost an opportunity to present his
product to those who had eyes to see and
ears to hear because he never felt that it was
he who was presenting it. It was always this
Thing within that was living Its life as him,
doing the work. He trusted implicitly in It
and because of that trust was guided by a
wisdom rarely found.
Joel's early career as a salesman, traveling
the United States and Europe, was no
accident but a preparation for subsequent
years of traveling the world carrying The
Infinite Way message. Perhaps, too, all this
traveling was an outer evidence of a journey
within that reached a destination only to find
the next one beckoning him on.
On his journeys he drank in the wonders of
nature: majestic mountains that dominated
the horizon, fruitful valleys, flowing rivers,
the glory of the heavens, and vastness of the
oceans. Then, too, there were the man-made
creations: imposing architecture found in
temples, churches, and mosques, and city

buildings old and new. To all these his
response was, ''After you have seen them,
then what?"
The inanimate objects of nature and those
man had made could not hear his message,
and for him the message was the allimportant thing, so it was never the works of
man that held his interest, never nature
except insofar as he saw in it an example of a
principle. People were what counted. To him
a world without people was but an empty
shell. Fifty-five years of travel served only to
reinforce this attitude.
While he recognized the futility of much of
the traveling that was done by people for the
purpose of sightseeing and education,
separate and apart from people, most of it
was of such an ephemeral nature that usually
no lasting impression remained. Only when a
person begins to discover people does he
discover a reason not only for traveling but a
reason for living.
To Joel, everyone on the face of the globe
had something of a unique and individual
nature. There is not a person anywhere who
has not something within his being of value
to someone else: something to give or
something to share. He found it fascinating to
come into contact with students all over the
world and also to discover how great was the
bond with many who were not yet students,
how men and women everywhere were
seeking much the same goals, how they all
wanted the same things out of life, and how
nearly all of them experienced frustration and
unhappiness until they found something
worthwhile, and that something worthwhile
was always what they found within
themselves and in one another.

lf we are to find God, if we are ever to
discover the kingdom of God, we must and it
where it is . . . within you and me. This is
what makes life worthwhile: the discovery of
God in man. Many have searched for the
Holy Grail, for God, but nowhere in the
history of literature or religion has anyone
ever discovered God except as he has
discovered Him in man.1
Students flocked to his classes wherever he
went, whether he remained at home in
Hawai'i or traveled to the far corners of the
earth. He could have been kept busy day and
night, month after month, with those who
came to him in Hawai'i for instruction, but
his mission was to carry this work to all who
were receptive and responsive wherever they
might be. Many persons could not at a given
time pull up stakes, leave their families, or
have sufficient time or financial resources to
go where he was, so he put on his winged
heels and went where they were. This he did
primarily for those whose goal was to be
reunited consciously with their Source, who
sought that lifting of consciousness which
contact with a spiritual teacher could give.
His travels averaged from 35,000 to 65,000
m iles a year: thirteen times to Europe in
twelve years and three times around the
world, not counting the numerous trips
abroad during his business career.
Some of these trips seemed at first to be only
foolhardy adventures, to have neither rhyme
nor reason. But Joel was living by Grace,
and that Grace expressed Itself as inner
instruction all along the way. One such
example was in 1953 when seated at his desk
in Honolulu he heard the Voice within him
say, ''Go to New York in November. Wait
there a few days in December, and then go
on to London.''

To be instructed to go to New York was
understandable because there were a few
students there studying the writings who had
expressed the hope that he would someday
give a class there, But what about London?
There was no reason for him to go to
London, none in the world. As far as he
knew, there might be twenty, thirty, or forty
persons in all of England who had found The
Infinite Way writings, but beyond that he had
no knowledge of any work there or of any
activity. Despite the inner persistent question,
why London, he went right out to the airline
office and ordered a ticket for New York and
London.
In New York that November there were four
classes, two morning classes especially for
practitioners and two evening classes which
brought to a focus the principle of the Middle
Way - not this and not that. When the classes
ended on November 30, he had nothing to do
but sit around, wait, and look at the
Christmas decorations on the streets, not
really knowing what his next step should be,
although he had ordered his passport and it
had been delivered to him.
On the fourth of December a message from
within, which he interpreted as the Voice,
came again and said, ''Go tomorrow? So he
went to the airline office, picked up his
ticket, and the next day was on his way to
London. There he went directly to his hotel
where a suite had been reserved for him and
sat down to talk to God: ''Father, I'm in
London. I have nothing to do here, no one to
see, no mission, but here I am. Now why?
What do You want me to do in London?"
As he sat there waiting, all of a sudden that
same Voice said to him, ''You know a dozen

people here who are reading The Infinite
Way. Why not send cards to them and let
them know you are here? They might like to
talk to you. They can call you on the
telephone or visit you."
''Now, that’s a good idea. I’ll do that. I’ll go
downstairs and get some postcards."
The next thing he heard the Voice say was,
''You have a chum (over in Germany you
haven't seen in many years. Why don't you
let him know you are here and that you are
going to visit him before you go home?"
''Good, I am going to do that, too.'' and he
did.
Then again, you've been wanting to meet
Henry Thomas Hamblin. Why not write him
a lettermen. Through that letter an
appointment for Thursday was made to visit
the venerable Mr. Hamblin at his home about
two hours from London.
That Thursday morning he awakened early
and was ready to go out to see Mr. Hamblin,
but before he left, the mail came and with it a
letter from Sweden, forwarded to him from
Hawai'i, informing him that there were
twelve students in Stockholm who were
reading The Infinite Way and some of them
would like a little help. They casually
mentioned that they had received The Infinite
Way from a Christian Science practitioner in
London and asked him if he would ever think
of coming to Sweden to talk to them. This
coincided with what Mr. Hamblin later told
Joel about the practitioner in London who
was buying fifty copies of The Infinite Way
at a time and sending them out to friends and
patients.

After Joel returned from seeing Mr. Hamblin,
he made a call on this practitioner, who was
very happy to have a visit with him. The
important question in her mind was how she
could get the other Infinite Way writings
because, inasmuch as she was living in
England, the problem of exchange seemed
almost an insuperable barrier. Joel offered to
send her all the books she needed as gifts,
but she did not want them that way. That
violated the sturdy independent character of
her British background. She wanted to be
able to pay for them, so she suggested that he
arrange to have the writings published in
London, asking him to talk to Mr. Nagle of
L. N. Fowler, Ltd. to see what could be
done about it. As a result L. N. Fowler began
publishing Infinite Way writings, which made
them easily available to students in the
United Kingdom and the Commonwealth. All
this new activity had come out of a Voice
saying, ''Go to Londoner." Humanly it did not
make sense, but spiritually it was divinely
ordained, a rich experience outwardly while
all the time the inner work was going on.
January 7, 1954, Washington Hotel, London:
The miracle of overcoming time and space,
the great mechemical and atomic progress of
this age, these are but the outer experiences
of an inner growth in consciousness; and the
wars, panics, sins - these are the breaking up
of the material dream as Spirit continues to
express Itself, its nature and character. We
then must welcome these outer inharmonies
as evidences of spiritual growth and this
holds good in individual experience.
January 19, 1954, 9:50 A.M.
The Voice bade me meditate. It announced
its presence as He that would now and
henceforth be with me as teacher, protector,
support, before me, beside me, and within.

Lifted me to higher consciousness. . . . Work
is to be given me as necessary.
The same physical experiences came as with
previous teachings and ordinations. The same
''evidences'' of the presence.2
Nineteen hundred fifty-four took Joel to
Portland, Seattle, Chicago, New York,
England, and Sweden for lectures and classwork. He was beginning to feel the grandeur
of the message that after only eight years was
encircling the globe and finding receptivity
and responsiveness everywhere. It was in
London that he met Walter Eastman who has
since spearheaded the work in England and
coordinated it throughout the British
Commonwealth. After the completion of the
work in Stockholm came a visit with his
long-time friend Hans Lange in Munich,
Germany, and then on to Zurich,
Switzerland. There arrangements were made
for the publication of The Infinite Way in
German. The important work of this journey
completed, he decided to visit Rome, where
he had not been since he had become
interested in spiritual work, then Athens and
Istanbul.
In Damascus there was an unforgettable
experience as he walked the street called
Strait. It was a crowded evening. There was
not room to walk without being jostled on
both sides, back and forth, and yet despite
the crush of the crowd, the spirit of Paul
descended upon him, and it was he who was
walking right beside Him. Joel was not really
walking on a street called Strait: he was in
the consciousness of Paul. Those days at
Damascus were like living in the actual
consciousness of the early Christian era.

From there he went on to India, Hong Kong,
and Japan, flying from Japan home to
Honolulu in eleven hours, an amazingly short
time back in 1954.
On this just journey around the world, he
made notes about some of his experiences:
November 15, 1954. 6"50 P.M. Stockholm,
Sweden:
Tonight will be the final Infinite Way talk of
a series of lectures and classes which started
March 5, 1954, in Honolulu, Hawai'i. . . .
What the future holds I do not know. . . . I
have no fixed schedule of travel, and at this
moment no ''feel'' of what is to come. It is as
if a curtain were lowered over November 21,
and I could not see beyond that date, nor do I
know the meaning of this strange situation.
Have not been able to give any forwarding
addresses for mail beyond Munich. I am
certain it portends something of an important
nature, and two suggestions continue to
intrude upon me, either one of which is
possible. It may mean the end of my earthly
experience. This suggestion has seemed a
possibility for several weeks. From the
physical standpoint, my health is seemingly
perfect, but this may mean nothing.
The second suggestion seems more probable:
that this talk tonight ends the message of The
Infinite Way as we now know it, and
November 21 may open its newer and higher
phase. It is for this that I have been waiting
and praying since 1950.
Since that year, I have known that there is
another step beyond which The Infinite Way
will find its Christhood. Never for a moment

have I been satisfied or content with the
revelation since 1950. Always the conviction,
and sometimes the inner promise, has been
present that I would be given the next and
final demonstration. Actually I know now
and have occasionally felt this Ultimate, but
not yet realized It.
So, at this moment, I wish to make my
complete surrender to God. As I have
heretofore dedicated myself to the search, the
practice, the unfoldment of Truth or God as
revealed in the message of The Infinite Way;
as I have let myself be the instrument for this
work up to the limit of my understanding; so
now I surrender myself - life, mind, soul, and
body - to God in full. Whether on earth or
beyond, whether in the body or out, I
surrender and wait, and promise obedience
and faithfulness, as God gives me the
capacity, since of my own there is no
strength, no power, no character, no will.
I surrender this physical sense of life to be
ordained here or hereafter in the service of
God.
1 surrender every vestige of self that Self
may be revealed on earth as God’s will
directs, maintains, and sustains Itself as my
life, mind, soul, body, and being.
To this end, O God, take me and mine and be
me and mine as Thou wilt. Let there no
longer be me and mine except as Thou art me
and mine.
Take me unto Thyself that Joel may be
dissolved and Thy selfhood, the Christ of
Thy being, be known on earth or beyond. Be
Thou me.
November 15, 1954. later at 11:30 P.M.

Well, the final evening is completed. Now I
look forward to whatever vision unfolds or
whatever activity of the Spirit reveals Itself.
Amen.
November 26, 1954, 3:00 A.M. Baur-au-Lac
Hotel, Zurich, Switzerland:
Finally, after complete desolation since
November 16, after the last talk in
Stockholm, It came, lifting me above the
sense of flesh, out of every discord, Christed.
A release from the small ''i '' a release from
personal selfhood and its cares and ills.
Christed - there is no other word to use.
The color and appearance of my face
changed; the body took sharper form, a new
aliveness. Until 4:50 A.M., I was in the
Spirit. Then I slept until 9:00 A.M., and even
now I am not the same man as lived
yesterday. I have been reborn. Thank You, all
the Power that is, thank You. My heart
yearns to express gratitude in an adequate
way, but there is no way. Thank You.
Peace, peace, to the world of flesh, His
peace.
November 29, 1954, 3:30 P.M., in flight to
Rome, Athens, Istanbul:
The degrees of realized or attained
consciousness is the degree of Godgovernment experienced.
December 2, 1954, 3:00 A.M., Beirut,
Lebanon:
Attaining spiritual consciousness, one is
freed of all desire for person, thing, or
condition, freed of all desire for effect. One’s
consciousness then is entirely on Cause,

appearing as effect spontaneously without
will, thought, or desire.
December 13, 1954, Calcutta, 10.30 P.M.:
Live as a master, and the power will be given
to be a master.3
The following year was a relatively quiet one
with most of the time spent in Hawai'i until
the latter part of the year. From all over the
world invitations were coming to Joel to give
lectures and classes, but it was his custom
never to respond to any call until he was
given the go-ahead signal from within. One
morning, while he was giving classes in
Kailua for a group of local and visiting
students, the decision was made to go to
Detroit, and he immediately called for a
reservation. The next day, however, he was
told definitely that he was not to go to
Detroit, but to Chicago and Seattle, and to
that was added Portland. Those were the
orders - Chicago, Seattle, Portland - but
again he did not know why. Nevertheless he
ordered tickets to those cities in that order.
Further instructions came that the work that
April was to include not more than twenty
students in Portland, ten to twelve in
Chicago, and twenty in Seattle.
When the work was over in Chicago, Joel
said to himself, ''Now why did I have to go
all the way to Chicago to make those six or
seven hours of recordings that could just as
well have been made in Hawai’i?'' Then he
realized that it had to be in Chicago and
Seattle because in those cities were the
students who could bring forth the particular
message that came through him in those four
sessions of The 1955 Chicago Private Class
and in subsequent sessions of The 1955
Seattle Private Class.

In August, 1955, Joel again found himself on
his way to London with brief stops in
Chicago and in New York where
arrangements were made with Harper &
Brothers to publish Living The Infinite Way
and where a few informal talks were given at
Frances Steloff’s Gotham Book Mart. Then
came several weeks in London, a few days in
Holland, and on to Sweden. From Europe
there was a hop down to South Africa where
he spent several weeks before completing his
second journey around the world.
Another trip around the world came in 1956,
only this time a new place was added:
Australia. Although he thought he would be
meeting between thirty and forty students of
The Infinite Way in all of Australia, instead
he found more than this number in Perth
alone, a city that he had not even known
about. He had been invited to go there and
had accepted the invitation because he
thought it was near Melbourne and Sydney
where he was already scheduled to give
lectures and classes. It was just a mere 3,000
miles away. So he made a 6,ooo-mile trip
there and back just to keep his promise, but
he felt that it was worth it. The Spirit had
gone before the message and made Its way
for it. This was Joel's last long trip as a lone
traveler. After his marriage to Emma, she
was his constant companion on these
journeys.
The news of Joel's divorce and remarriage
met with varied reactions among the
students. Some thought this an unwise move,
fearing that it would destroy the close
association with their teacher which they
treasured. Others looked upon it as a
protection to Joel and were happy that he had
found a loving helpmate. As students became

acquainted with Emma, opinion was again
divided: some found her beautiful, loving,
and possessed of deep spiritual
consciousness; others thought of her as cold,
unapproachable, and interested primarily in
the material things of life. They felt that
Emma acted as a barrier to shut them out and
keep them from having ready contact with
Joel. This I never felt. In fact, I myself would
have found it difficult to have someone
around me as much as I was around them.
When I told Emma and Joel that I felt as if I
belonged to them, Emma’s warm, reassuring
response was, ''You don't know how much
you belong." And Joel added, ''Well, I guess
Lorraine is getting to see just about
everything, and some things no visitor ever
gets to see: 22 Kailua Road. No money can
buy entrance there.
Joel's first overseas trip, not too long a one,
with Emma, his new traveling companion,
was their honeymoon in 1957 . But in 1958 a
very extensive program of classes had been
set up, including Australia, which was to be
Emma’s first trip there. The preceding
November Joel and Emma had invited me to
come to Halekou Place early in December,
spend Christmas with them, and then stay on
to be in the house with Sammy while they
went to Australia. Sammy was only thirteen
and, knowing that he would be well taken
care of, Emma could leave with a light heart
for this extended trip.
Of his experiences on this trip ''down under''
Joel wrote:
January 17, 1958 - Pan American Air to
NSW, Australia, with stops at Canton Island,
Nandi, Fiji Islands.
Arrived 7:30 A.M. in Sydney and was met at

airfield by Joyce Burns Glen and at hotel by
Mary Samuel. Had a tail wind of 100 milesan
hour and was an hour early, but flight pilot
gave us an hour over the harbor, suburbs, and
city. The groups of Infinite Way students
gave us two round trip air tickets on turbo-jet
PAA from Sydney to Melbourne, Adelaide,
and Perth and back to Sydney and thirty
pounds cash for ''pocket money."
January 19, 1958, Sunday at 11:00 A.M.:
Joyce and Mary drove us out to the beaches,
Jonah’s at Whale Beach for lunch. Returned
at 3:00 P.M. in 94 degree heat. At 4:30 a
hurricane wind of 93 miles an hour struck
with thunder and rain for only fifteen
minutes, but did heavy damage at the
beaches. Temperature dropped fifteen
degrees in fifteen minutes. January 20, cool
and clear. In room until noon with reading,
meditation, and preparation for first lecture
this evening. For two days (since Bible
reading in plane) have been working with the
principle revealed in the story of Sapphira:
''Thou hast not lied unto man, but unto God."
Here is the spiritual weapon against deceit,
aggression, etc.
January 20, 1958, Monday evening: Talked
to 65 students. Theme: why these fears of the
world? Is the creature (form or effect) greater
than the Creator, the Infinite Invisible?
January 21, 1958, Tuesday evening: A
tremendous follow-up to last night. In the
middle of the night awakened with the
significance of ''the atheism of material
power'' and "'saw'' the deadness of materiality
in the presence of the Word. ''They forsook
God and burned incense before false gods",
and they worshiped and feared the power of
material force and thereby forsook God.4

Again 65 students, about 25 of them not the
same as the first night.
January 23, 1958. Left Wednesday evening,
January 22, for Melbourne, Victoria. Mrs.
Samuel and Miss Ellen Samuel met us at the
airport in Melbourne and drove us to the
hotel. They came down at noon on January
23, and we lunched at the hotel and spent the
afternoon driving through the parks, suburbs,
etc. Had tea, and back to hotel. Evening
dinner just the two of us and a quiet evening
alone.
January 26, 1958, Sunday: A day of reading,
meditating, struggling. Then 8:00 P.M. class
and fine message: serving God instead of
expecting God to serve man. . . . 5
Early morning, realization of the nature of
the transcendental Presence which has been
with me since late 1928, and which has led,
fed, taught, and guided me all these years.
February 5, 1958 Adelaide class especially
good, especially on treatment and spiritual
healing principles.
February 6, 1958 Flew Viscount (T.A.A.) to
Perth, Western Australia. Met by Mr. Webb
and students.
February 7, 1958 On the plane to Perth,
began a spiritual experience. Unfoldment
from within impossible to put into words, but
acting as freedom from material sense or a
deepening of spiritual consciousness.
Probably a release from corporeal sense
would describe it.
February 8, 1958 In meditation a vision
came of physical sense (as if an entity)
knocking at the door of consciousness for

admittance. Also the capacity to reject the
entrance of physical sense. It seems as if all
discord is wrapped up in the term physical
sense.
Start program in Perth with lectures at 3:00
and 8:00 P.M. today at Seekers Centre.
February 9, 1958, Sunday Perth, Western
Australia. Impersonal Christ healing. Every
person or condition appearing to me is
personal or physical sense, knocking at the
floor of my consciousness to be accepted as
person or condition. Consciously reject every
appearance. Understand that this is neither
person nor condition, but physical or
personal sense seeking admission as real
existence and seeking to personalize itself.
Never let error personalize itself or| you have
no principle to demonstrate. Never admit
personal or physical sense into consciousness
as person, name, or condition. Immediately
recognize personal sense as impersonal error
trying to personalize itself by having you
accept the appearance as person, race,
nation, or condition.
This rejection of the appearance or
recognition of the appearance as personal
sense prevents sympathy, pity, or fear. This is
the secret of impersonal Christ healing.
February l0, 1958 Monday: I see as God
sees, His own perfect being expressed as
man and the universe. I see the One
appearing infinitely as individual being.
Finite or corporeal sense seeks to present
itself as finite, corporeal person, thing, or
condition. But, l say, Rise, show Thyself as
Thou art. I say, Rise - walk. I say, Thou art
whole. Corporeal sense presents pictures of
limitation but understood as corporeal sense
without form this limitation disappears.

We start Closed Class. Have had lecture
audiences of 200, and 60 in Closed Class.
Albert’s Book Shop and the Methodist
Book Depot report fine increasing sales of
our books.
Will leave Thursday, February 13, 11:30
P.M. for Sydney, then New Zealand.
Wonderful day in Sydney. Plane delayed so
took Joyce, her father, and another student,
and Emma to see Dame Sybil Thorndike in a
play. Ellen Samuel of Melbourne, just
married since class to Peter Temple, came
out to have coffee with us at airport 1:30 to
2:30 A.M. Then we took oil- for New
Zealand. . . .
Left Monday A.M. for Hamilton, but could
not land due to flooded airfield (three days of
rain), and came up to Auckland. Have two
talks here at Higher Thought Temple. Fly
Friday to Fiji Islands for holiday.6
The holiday was not too happy. The heat was
excessive and made even more unbearable
by the very high humidity. Joel and Emma
occupied a villa on the premises of one of the
largest hotels there, but the villa proved to be
a glorified name for a grass shack without air
conditioning and with six-to eight-inch-long
lizards running back and forth around the
ceiling. To keep tolerably cool Emma
wrapped herself in wet towels. After such an
experience Hawai'i looked like the paradise it
is advertised to be, and they were more than
happy to return to Halekou Place.
After they arrived home from their six weeks
in Australia, they asked me to stay on with
them until it was time for me to fly back to
Chicago to make preparations for Joel's three
weeks of lectures and classes to be held at

the Pick-Congress Hotel. From Chicago the
three of us went on to New York for work
there, after which Joel and Emma flew to
England and the Continent.
While they were in Holland, where Joel had
been invited to give a talk on August 29,
I958, for the International Healing
Conference at Zeist, sponsored by the Queen
of the Netherlands, he meditated with Mrs.
Hoffman, the spiritual healer and teacher
who had achieved considerable notoriety
because of her reported influence Over the
Queen.
After that meditation Mrs. Hoffman told Joel,
''Go home, Joel, and remain quiet. Stop work
until after November. Your work, heretofore
confined to certain groups, will now take on
a wider sphere of activity. Do not let the
people draw on you or sap you. Keep more
aloof. Wait patiently for November." This
was a message that had already come to
Emma.
Joel immediately obeyed, and on September
1 Emma and Joel left Holland by air,
stopping in London for dinner with the Earl
of Gosford and leaving at midnight by polar
route for San Francisco. A week later on
September 7 they were home in Hawai'i
where he lived very quietly during the
remainder of 1958, canceling all the class
work scheduled for the rest of that year,
although on occasion he did teach small
groups in Hawai'i.
Those seven months in Hawai'i, waiting for
the birthing of a new aspect of his work,
were difficult ones for Joel, but it was a
period of great inner unfoldment, as is
evidenced by the following notations:

September 14, 1958, 7:30 A.M.
The Inner Plane
Close your eyes and realize that here within
yourself, you are complete Being, Selfsustained, Self-maintained. From here within
your Self come the issues of life. Here within
me I have meat the world knows not of; from
here within come teaching, direction,
wisdom, support, supply, guidance, and what
ye shall eat and drink and wherewithal ye
shall be clothed. Nothing shall by any means
fail as you seek only within for your all.
Here within you, I am established as your life
and being. This is your immortality! l am
your immortality. Here is your authority: I am
your authority.
Release yourself now, completely, to Me.
Release yourself from thought and I will
speak. This is the full surrender of the self.
September 14, 1958, Sunday, 12:30 P.M.
Effects of The Infinite Way
The Infinite Way message and activity are
embodied in the writings and the recordings
which constitute The Infinite Way. The
effects of this Infinite Way are first felt in the
consciousness of those who read, study, and
finally practice this way.
The consciousness of the individual will at
first rejoice in the new Light which dawns
within, and many minor discords dissolve
and disappear from experience. Then, later,
as meditation becomes deeper, and human
sense is stirred and roused, there may come a
period of inner convicts, and latent sins and
diseases are brought to the surface,
erroneous traits of character are selfrevealed, clarification begins, and finally
peace reigns, both in mind and body. It is at
this point that one’s friends, relatives, and

business associates begin to feel the healing
influence of The Infinite Way consciousness
and to take on the peace and joy of this
higher consciousness.
Now The Infinite Way student has found that
he is taken over by the Infinite Invisible, that
a Presence and a Power is governing,
guiding, and directing. There is less and less
dependence on person and thing of the outer
realm, and a greater resting in the
completeness and perfection flowing from
within.
As one’s life is more and more lived by the
Invisible, consciousness expands, and The
Infinite Way covers a wider sphere of
influence and many near and far begin to feel
and be spiritually healed and prospered by
the consciousness of those who are now
living under the wings of the Almighty.
Eventually all the world will be governed
''not by might, nor by power,'' but by the
divine influence of The Infinite Way.
For all the centuries of humanhood, man and
his universe have been swayed by two
powers: good and evil. Now, under the
spiritual government of The Infinite Way, the
manifestations of the sons of God will
commence, and these will no longer be
powers - neither evil powers nor good
powers - but the reign of Grace will appear
on earth.
There may be, and probably will be, an
infinite number of religious teachings,
teachers, and churches, but all shall gather
together to acknowledge one Spirit, one God,
and the divine rule of His Grace. Some will
worship with hats on and some with bare
heads; some will wear shoes into church

while others will enter barefoot or in
slippered feet. Some will carry the crucifix,
some the star of David, and others one of an
infinite number of symbols, representing
some concept of Truth. But all will unite in
humble spirit to acknowledge that man shall
no longer live by bread alone or by the sword
but by the Grace of God without taking
thought, without supplication, but in the
understanding that He that is within you,
already knoweth your need, and it is His
good pleasure to give you the Kingdom.
In this higher consciousness, there will be no
need to seek God’s power, for nowhere in
heaven, on earth, or in hell will there be the
sign of any other power for there will be
none.
Indeed, even now, there is no power but
God, no power in evil or disease except as
man’s ignorance of God’s allness has caused
him to accept the ancient temptation to
believe in two powers. God? Grace dispels
this ignorance and thereby lets mortal man
''die daily'' and be reborn here and now as the
son of God, returned unto his Father’s house,
robed again, and wearing the princely ring of
divine sonship.
September 30, 2958, 2:00 P. M.
Alone in the house. Have dictated mail for
several hours, meditated.
And then I experiential myself as life
independent of form. In that moment, I
realized how unimportant it is what my form
of the moment is: male or female, white or
black, Occidental or Oriental, human or
animal - as long as l am and as long as I can
sit at the feet of spiritual existence. To
worship God or love God supremely, to
know the spiritual nature of the universe, this

is to sit at the feet of the Master, this is to
live - the form is of no consequence.
November 16, 1958. Sunday at Halekou:
From the time of my first spiritual experience
late in 1928, I have been given specific tasks
to be accomplished, some on the Inner Plane
and others outwardly.
First of those outer works was the healing
ministry. During the sixteen years, 19301946, I stayed consistently with healing
through spiritual consciousness, sometimes
teaching the way to others ready for that
experience. During these years other works
were given me to do on the Inner Plane, and
this past week I have seen the completion of
the major work given me. Each of the others
has previously been completed but the major
work was twenty years in coming to full
fruition.
The Infinite Way was given me as an inner
revelation to be brought to outer fruition, and
the part of this mission concerning its outer
expression is now completed. All of the
writings are either in publication or have
been accepted for publication. Foreign
translations proceeding slowly but surely.
The Tape Work, something entirely new in
the teaching, is established. All of the work
given me to do thus far has been completed.
Its establishment (The Infinite Way) in
human consciousness is now a matter of
unfoldment. The Inner Plane work is also
completed, and my release has been given
me.
In the nearly thirty years of this work, one
point should be made clear for all to
understand: all the work given me to do both
on the Inner and outer planes has been

performed, completed, or accomplished by
Whatever gave me the work. It truly has
gone before me at every step. It has given me
the necessary wisdom, direction, support,
and supply. I have been only Its instrument,
an instrument through which or as which It
could perform Its mission on earth.
If, in any way, a have suffered pain or
problems, it has been in the degree that
personal selfhood had not been completely
dissolved. Those closely associated with me
who have been made unhappy will
understand why I cannot censure them or
criticize. It must have been difficult being
around a man living in two worlds and
unable to make himself adjust to one world.
November .24, 1958, Monday 9:00 A.M.:
Have remained here quietly, and today
received the realization of I.
December 10, 1958, Halekou:
During the past week had one day of
tremendous illumination but without a
specific message beyond the Presence. Today comes a sense of the imminence of a
new dimension of Consciousness. This new
dimension has been promised me, just in
1952 , then postponed to 1953, then to 1955.
Ever since, it has been knocking at the door
of consciousness, but not quite broken
through. Now it is promised for now and the
immediate future. It carries with it a new
work on international levels and a contact
with another Source different from any
heretofore experienced. Today there is a
dropping away of the old way, the old work,
the old responsibility. It is a sloughing off experience.7
Finally in April, 1959, after waiting an
endless seven months, a clear-cut message

was given him:
April 8, 1959:
A new day dawns today for The Infinite Way.
My consciousness becomes the
consciousness of The Infinite Way, of its
activities, of its personnel. My consciousness
is now the activity of The Infinite Way, of its
workers, of those who work in its vineyard.
My consciousness influences and activates
The Infinite Way in every part of the globe.8
May 9, 1959:
Relying on the help of students and receiving
''a common sense'' reply threw me into a
whole new vision. There is no need to look
for help from the students. To inaugurate the
reign of Christ, do not enlist the aid of men,
not even to believe in the need for students to
heal or teach or serve. The reign of Christ is
all that matters. No need for disciples, or
apostles, or helpers. Let Christ reign.
June 4, 1959, Halekou:
Take up the error of nature mysticism and its
explanation. Take up the nature of the visible
universe (Genesis II) and mind control of it.
Take up ''yoke'' and its relationship to our
work.
The importance of treatment (correctly
understood) is the development of spiritual
consciousness. Today: we are building our
body now, the body of ten years hence, and
the body of ''after here." Also business
activity, profession, etc.
The yoke of Christ carries the burden of the
practitioner. Infinite Way treatment does not
project thought from practitioner to patient.
Treatment is within one’s self (projection is
mental).

June 8, 1959, Halekou:
An activity under God’s Grace results in
perfect fulfillment because it is God’s will
being done with you or me as God’s
instrument. God gives us His wisdom,
guidance, support, and all that is necessary.
The main point is: do not undertake a day, a
move, an activity, until the meditation has
resulted in conscious awareness that you are
acting under Grace.9
With these instructions, beginning with The
Hawaiian Village Closed Class in July, Joel
spent the rest of 1959 traveling across the
United States and on to England, giving the
specific healing principles of The Infinite
Way which are unique and basic to its
teaching. Over and over he emphasized the
principles of impersonalization, the
nothingization of the carnal mind, neither
good nor evil in form or effect, and the nature
of spiritual power which brings with it the
realization of the nonpower of all effect.
August 4, 1959, London, England:
Throughout the world today individuals and
groups ate seeking what they term a spiritual
power with which or through which to bring
peace on earth. Others are engaged in
seeking and developing mental powers with
which to control others, individually and
collectively, for their personal gain, power, or
success. Individuals in organized movements
are at present advertising publicly that they
have discovered this mental power which
controls people and things and that they will
teach it to anyone, in one case for the price
of a $3.50 book and another case for $2.00
per month.
Needless to say, those who really know the
secret of mind - power (if they are men of
integrity) will not sell such knowledge for

any price, and if they lack integrity they will
demand what is beyond the means of most
men.
One organization which beyond all dispute
knows the secret (of mental control of
individuals will impart it only to a limited,
select group of men whom they develop and
train and keep under their own control. This
is easy because once an individual learns the
power of mental control, he himself becomes
a master of the ignorant and a slave to those
who he knows have this knowledge. It is like
the possessor of the nuclear bomb who
becomes master of those who do not have it
and a slave living in fear of those others who
have it.
In every age there have been individuals in
groups which knew, taught, and used mental
powers, both those who used those powers
for good and those who used them for selfish
and sometimes for evil purposes. Always
these men and groups of men came to an
end.
This is brought about in three ways: (1)
mental inertia inevitably stops many from
continuing the practice; (2) the reaction upon
those who use mental powers for selfish or
evil purposes finally wrecks the mental and
physical health of the user of these powers;
(3) ultimately there come into existence those
who know the ultimate truth or secret of life,
and this renders the mental powers useless.
It is clear now that regardless of how
widespread the knowledge and use of mental
powers has been in our age, it has not
resulted in universal peace or prosperity
although it has given a temporary dominion
and prosperity to such individuals and
groups.

Those who now are seeking a spiritual power
which they hope they can use for world
peace will fail in this age as they have in all
previous ages. The secret of spiritual power
is not to be found in the way that it has been
taught and is being taught.
The secret has been revealed five times in
recorded history. It may be that some others
have discovered the secret, but it has not
been recorded. Because of its very nature, it
can only be taught to those who have been
adequately prepared for the revelation, and
therefore, four discoverers of the secret of
spiritual power have been able to teach only
a few students, and these could teach still
fewer, so that each time the secret has been
lost in the third generation after its discovery,
and with too few at any one time to
accomplish a universal peace and prosperity.
The fifth recorded discovery of the secret of
spiritual power and its application to human
affairs has taken place in this present century
and is being demonstrated and proved on a
scale beyond anything known before this era.
Again, because of its nature, the world as
such cannot accept it or believe it; therefore,
once again it is being taught only to those
who have accepted a long period of
preparation for the revelation and a further
and longer period for practice.
There is evidence now that what the world
would call miracles are being brought about
by these students. Just as a magician’s tricks
are not miracles to the performer, so these
miracles are not miracles to those who know
the law.
When Steinmetz predicted that the greatest
advance in the twentieth century would come

in spiritual knowledge, he knew that this
secret was again to be revealed and he knew
that the age-old problems of human life were
nearing solution.
The secret of life is being revealed to the
world, veiled for its protection. Wherever
there are those who have eyes to see, the veil
is lifted, and another is started on the path of
realization and demonstration of truth, and
another link is formed in the chain of spiritual
illumination. Miracles of Grace are about to
be revealed.10
After the specific work in 1959, teaching the
principles, Joel felt that the metaphysics of
The Infinite Way had been so thoroughly and
completely presented that there could be no
question in any student’s mind as to what the
basic principles were, and that left him free
to take the students deeper into the mystical
realm of conscious union with God. That is
why the classes from 1960 to 1964 were all
devoted to leading the students out of the
metaphysical into the pure mysticism of The
Infinite Way which had been revealed to him
in his first great initiation.
It was the giving of classes that necessitated
traveling to far places, in itself an arduous
task. To make that aspect of it less difficult,
Joel and Emma always traveled as
comfortably as possible, going first-class and
availing themselves of the best
accommodations in the best hotels in
whatever cities they stayed. He was working
fourteen hours a day and needed his human
comforts cared for so that the body was well
out of mind and all his energy could be
devoted to the work.
Wherever they went, they were met by
students, and the suite they occupied

overflowed with flowers, candy, and fruit,
offerings of love laid at the feet of their
spiritual guide, His days were filled with
appointments and the ever-present mail. No
matter where he went his mail reached him,
usually fifty to a hundred letters a day which
he scrupulously answered. These letters were
for the most part from persons seeking
healing, an aspect of his ministry which he
considered of the utmost significance and
therefore he never failed to answer every
such call for help. He was an enigma to the
mail clerks in the hotels because he received
so much mail. One of them had the temerity
to inquire why there was so much mail for
him, and Joel's answer was typical, ''Oh, they
just want to borrow money from me." This
was like Joel because he never wore his
ministry on his sleeve.
When the mail came in, his custom was to
open every piece of it himself, reading it as it
was opened, and putting each letter aside
until all the mail had been read. Then began
the laborious task of answering these letters.
When he traveled, his mail was done by
hand, but at home in Hawai'i it was dictated
for the most part on a Stenorette machine and
given to a secretary who typed it in her home
and returned it promptly the next morning.
Knowing that those who wrote to him were
waiting for an answer, he always replied
immediately. Each time he opened a letter
and read it, he paused to realize whatever
was necessary in the particular situation
being presented to him. When he wrote or
dictated the answer to the letter, he went
through the same process, and when he read
over his answer, there was a third period of
realization for that person.
With all of his intensive program and the

traveling hither and yon, Joel remained, on
the whole, amazingly well physically, but
occasionally some problem arose. Whatever
its nature, however, it did not stop his work.
One evening in London he had to go on the
platform wiping his nose with a
handkerchief.

Vocal cords have to give out some time, and
this time they did. But that night I was on the
platform, and the voice operated perfectly.
Then when I got off the platform, it would
not work. That went on for several days, and
I suppose they thought, ''Well, this is a fine
how-do-you-do."12

All right, let us confess right now. I have not
ascended, but is it not wonderful to know
that we have found a principle whereby we
are virtually not in bondage to anything, and
if we are for a few moments, it does not last?
If for one reason or another some of these
minor things bother, let us not deny them. Let
us be grateful that we have something with
which to meet them.11

On November 7 , 1960, he wrote me from
Adelaide, Australia:
I am having a heavy struggle here with what
appears outwardly as a summer cold (it is
summer here-beautiful summer weather) but
I can hardly sit up or hold up my head.
Really tough. Inwardly it is no doubt
frustration or grief.

When Joel and Emma went to Australia and
New Zealand in the latter part of 1960, there
were the usual delegations of students to
meet them, but when Joel got off the plane he
had no voice whatsoever. This had happened
just fifteen minutes before the plane was
ready to disembark, and here he was in
Australia with many students he had never
met before, all eagerly waiting for their
spiritual teacher, and all he could do was to
point to Emma. He had the same experience
in New Zealand.
In a situation like this, his innate honesty was
evident. He could very well have had Emma
say, ''Joel is not speaking today. This is his
day of silence. That would have labeled him
a great spiritual light. But all such subterfuge
he recognized as foolish nonsense entirely
beneath the integrity and dignity of a spiritual
teacher.
I had a claim, and it hit me that way, and
there is no wonder when you keep talking ten
and twelve hours a day, seven days a week.

Many great truths are being revealed to me,
but without easing the burden. How I long to
tell what is comings to me!
As a matter of fact this continued until they
returned home to Hawai'i, and from there
Joel telephoned me in Chicago, asking me to
give them some help, and on December 7,
1960, sent the following telegram:
Both experienced complete healing. Love
and gratitude.
In a letter of the same day, he wrote: Dear
Lorraine:
Thank you for wonderful work.
With me it went this way: until 9:00 A.M.
next morning, no evident change. Then,
while dictating, a flare-up of the throat - and
in five minutes a clean, perfect healing,
without the smell of smoke left.
Emma awakened in the morning free of painand has remained so.

drapes. Very nice - all of it.
Beautiful work, Lorraine - just beautiful.
On the trip I had no difficulty except voice
and throat, and that was so severe at times, I
thought we would have to cancel several
times and come home. Always managed to
squeak by - but without healing. Now that
the throat is clear, am fresh as a daisy, and
could start all over again.
But not Emma. The last month was a terrible
strain on her. As you know, when the
temperature goes below 70, she needs fur
underwear - and when it goes over 80, she
suffers. And this trip was all above 80 or
under 70 - and she went from cold to cold to
cold, one after another. She is clearing up
now after a week at home, but she is tired.

From March 29 to May 1, every day is filled
with lectures and class work and special
groups. Will probably extend California work
to May 15. This will give the new Harper
book a break, and Conscious Union and The
1959 Letters.
Well, I do not know the opposite of Walter
Mitty - but I am he. Just a quiet, peaceful,
unthinking, lazy guy - going no place in
particular - and not in a hurry to get there,
Mr. Routine himself in a dull sort of way.
Our united love to you and Valborg, Joel

Meanwhile I dictate 60 letters a day to keep
McQuay busy. She is also typing all the
classwork of Australia and New Zealand and
will send you two copies each. Once the
desk is cleared, will have very little to do.

In March, 1961 , Emma and Joel left Hawai'i
to go to California for classes and for what
they expected would be a two-month trip
away from home. Instead of that, the trip was
prolonged far beyond that time because
something was operating in Joel's
consciousness that would not permit him to
go home. In fact, he took advantage of every
kind of excuse not to return and found
reasons for getting here, there, and the other
place. The here, there, and other places
included the Northwest-Seattle, Portland, and
Vancouver -- Tulsa, Oklahoma City,
Chicago, Washington, D.C., and finally New
York.

Nothing exciting is taking place, in fact,
seems like a dull routine - for there has been
nothing of interest in the mail, just routine
stuff. With Thunder of Silence on the press,
excitement has ended. Do not know how
long I could stand this uneventful existence.

Then I ran out of excuses, and there was no
reason not to go back home. So I had to say
to Emma, ''Wel1, don't you think it would be
nice to visit London for a week or two as
long as we are this close? We are only a
puddle-jump away.

My office looks nice. Have taken Sam’s
room for my office. New desk and chairs and
white carpet on the floor and new window

So we jumped the puddle. Inwardly I was
being nudged or plagued by something that
wouldn't come out, something that wouldn't

Geri, Sue, and Sam are living at 22 Kailua
Road, so we have the home alone. All quiet
and clean as a new pin. So Emma should get
something of a rest this month. Bought a
used station wagon, or whatever you call
them, for the kids.

come to the surface, and I couldn't go home
and be quiet because it didn't seem to me that
it would come that way, so it was necessary
to keep traveling.
Friday night it came. You have it all.
Certainly when I went on the platform, I little
dreamed that anything like that would come
forth, and even now I can't believe that it
came out, but it did, and that is what I had
been waiting for, for nine months. It’s what
I'd been trying to get born, and the reason I
know it so surely is that I have had my peace
ever since. 13
The lesson that just wouldn't come out but
finally did became known as The 1961
London Special Class, Reel II, Side 2, and
was later incorporated into the book A
Parenthesis in Eternity in the chapter called
''Living Above the Pairs of Opposites.'' The
day after this important message was given,
Joel received the manuscript of the August, ;
1961, monthly Letter. He wrote to me in
amazement, asking me where it had come
from because he said that that was the very
message he had delivered the night before.
Several years later when Joel read that
chapter in the manuscript of A Parenthesis in
Eternity, he wrote that it did something for
him.
Most people would believe that such a trip as
Joel and Emma took in 196I would be rather
an aimless kind of idle time and vacation, but
wherever he went, places were provided for
him for lectures and class work, and there
were opportunities to meet with smaller
groups of longtime students. It was during
that trip that he watched the opening of
Infinite Way work in Munich, Berlin, and
Frankfort, and arranged for some of the
writings to be published in Germany.

Usually plans for Joel's trips were made far
in advance. All hotel reservations,
reservations for lecture halls and classrooms,
and even airplane reservations were made
and paid for months ahead of time. The only
thing that was not determined was the
specific hour of departure, because plane
schedules change from time to time. But the
day and the date were settled a year before,
and nothing interfered with a single one of
those dates. Every trip was made on
schedule, never having to wait over an extra
day, never having to postpone any work,
never being delayed.
Joel was a very wise man and, in spite of
living in a dimension that few people ever
touch, he was down to earth and completely
practical when it came to dealing with the
affairs of this world.
''Take no thought'' has nothing to do with the
orderly planning of your life. That really must
be done, and you must know in advance
when to arrange for your holiday or if you
are going to make a trip to a class
somewhere or something of that nature. But
even though you are making those
arrangements, always hold yourself in
readiness for a cancellation without concern
because you must be trusting the fact that
there is an invisible Presence that knows far
more than you do and can govern and guide.
...
Tomorrow afternoon at five o'clock we are to
be on a plane bound for Hawai'i, and you
know we are taking thought about that today
because we have to go to the airplane
company and fill out forms. We have to be
sure that everything is packed and in order
and that all the details of this work are

closed. There is a lot of. taking thought about
that. . . .
But where the ''take no thought'' comes in is
to take no anxious thought. Do not be
concerned; do not be fearful; do not be
worried. Plan what you are doing, but always
with the realization that there is Something
greater than you working through you. Even
though you are taking thought and making
your plans and arrangements, be perfectly
willing that they be changed.
In other words, regardless of how right a
move may seem to you that makes you plan
ahead, even to buying tickets, do not ever be
disturbed if at the last moment something
comes up to change those plans completely
because it will merely mean that there is
some reason behind it, some reason which
could not have been known a month ago or a
year ago or whenever the planning was done.
14

With television available, most persons
would never have made the effort to travel
from one end of the world to the other as
Joel did. But if he had gone on television he
felt that he would not have had the kind of an
audience he had when he talked to relatively
small groups eager for the message.
Do you think the world would listen? Or
would it mock? And you know the answer.
So when I travel the world, and it takes me
years and years to go around this world to
give the message out to small groups,
remember I could be doing it in one night in
a studio in one city and never have to leave
home and save all this trouble and travel and
all this work. But it would be of no avail.
And so I go only where there are those who

are showing their dedication to the message
through their study, through their practice,
and through their financial support in some
way. Everyone with whom I talk has shown
me that he has an interest in truth, an interest
in this message, and that he is giving of his
time and of his efforts and of his substance.
Then, to those, I can say this and be sure that
they understand it and that they receive it and
that they respond to it, and that they will put
it into practice and ''tell no man.''15
Whatever would fulfill the work was what
Joel did, and always this Thing within him
dictated what that was. I remember that as I
was about to go forth on my second speaking
tour, dubious as to what I could add to the
message Joel had given in such
completeness, he said, ''You go to bring
consciousness.'' And this was the basis of all
his traveling: to carry consciousness, the
consciousness of Omnipresence,
Omnipotence, and Omniscience to those who
could not come to him. To fan the Flame
burning within each and every one into
awareness was his purpose.
Yes, Alec is quite right that there are groups
working for us, not only on the outer plane,
but on the inner, since I am sure you know
that the entire message of The Infinite Way
has been given from the Inner Plane and has
been promoted around the world from the
Inner Plane, and I have just been the
messenger boy whose expenses they pay to
travel. Probably they could have used some
other traveling man as well, but it just so
happens that I love to travel so much that
they probably wanted to reward me for some
good deed that I did unconsciously at some
time or Other.16

Joel could have had his following multiplied
and the fleeting adulation of crowds if that
had been what he was seeking. Instead, he
chose to have the few, but the few who
would be able to carry on in his absence. He
felt that if he could develop as many as
twelve good teachers and practitioners while
he traveled the earth, they would be worth
more than half a million followers. He would
not have felt this way if popularity or money
had been the guiding factor.
Surely, you can get richer off a half million
followers, and if wealth or popularity means
anything, I guess that is it. But if personal
accomplishment means something, which it
should, to a teacher, then believe me if he
could turn out two, three, four, five, or six
who have really and truly caught the spiritual
and mystical vision and can work with it and
can go out, first of all, to heal others and then
to teach others, you have done a far better
job, even though the rest of the world will
not know about it.17
It took love; it took dedication; it took
devotion. It took an unselfedness to carry this
message to so many places, to be willing to
leave a comfortable and beautiful home, the
gentle climate of Hawai'i, and the easygoing
pace of the tropics. But while Joel liked
comfort, that was not preeminent in his mind.
Comfort did not matter to Joel. It was only
the work that mattered, and all else was
subordinated to it. Always he was the gallant
traveler.

7.
A Movement in Consciousness
The principles of The Infinite Way came out
of an experience, and to Joel this experience

is The Infinite Way. Principles intellectually
taught and imbibed lack the vitality and vigor
of living truth. Only as truth flows from the
innermost recesses of an individual’s soul out
into awareness can it have the life-giving
qualities of truth. All else is but the dead
letter.
The principles he could present, but they
would never reach beyond the level of the
mind unless they were given by a teacher
who himself was alive with the Spirit and
was imparting them out of realized
consciousness. Then the student who is
prepared and has attained a state of readiness
will be able to take those principles into
consciousness and there receive from within
the seal of authority.
Joel Goldsmith had the unique ability,
reserved only for those who themselves have
had the deepest experiences, of giving the
world the most profound truths in the
simplest of terms. In fact, the principles of
The Infinite Way can be summed up in three
little words: one, as, and is.
Oneness is a cardinal principle of The
Infinite Way, a oneness which is so basic and
all-inclusive that it cannot be sidestepped
with any ands, ifs, or buts. There cannot be
that one all-inclusive Being and some other
power, presence, cause, law, substance, or
activity. This simple principle of One is so
infinite and expansive that it includes life
from every aspect. Because God is the allpower, there are no other powers. Because
God is the all-presence, there is no other
presence. Because God is all-wisdom, that
Wisdom need not be enlightened and is
instantly available.
Secondly, but equally important, is the word

''as": God appears as individual being and as
the spiritual universe and all that is included
in it. There is nothing outside of or beyond
that One, that One which is infinite.
unlimited, pure Consciousness. That One
appears as the many, but always the essence
and quality of the One are the essence and
the quality of the many.
The final word is, ''is.'' God is; Grace is;
harmony is; perfection is. How much good is
shoved away by believing that good has been
or may become a part of a person’s
experience at some future time or state! But
all the Reality that exists, exists now. There
will never be more of God than there is now,
never more of good. wholeness. abundance,
perfection, infinity than at this moment.
Living in this moment of isness, the next
moment unfolds as a continuity of Grace.
Since the Experience had come to Joel
through meditation, it is understandable that
in The Infinite Way meditation should
become the basic technique for attaining
awareness. Through meditation, a student
who is sufficiently dedicated and one-pointed
can touch the center of Being which for
lifetimes has been buried under the debris of
that human consciousness which is
constantly swinging between the pairs of
opposites: good and evil. New insights into
facets of the all-embracing One are
continually being revealed in meditation, and
these lead a student to go deeper and deeper
within to the very center of Life.
Rightly called infinite, this teaching is a
mystical way leading to that illumination
which brings conscious oneness with the
Source. Its ultimate goal is perhaps best
revealed in that statement found in the front
of all Infinite Way writings.

No individual or group of individuals in The
Infinite Way is ever bound by the chains of
membership or obligation to any person or
any organization. ''Illumination dissolves all
material ties and binds men together with the
golden chains of spiritual understanding."
There is no ritual or creed, nothing to which
one need adhere. Each person’s developed
spiritual integrity is his authority and rule for
action.
To Joel, the message of The Infinite Way was
universal, and he looked forward to the day
when its principles would be universally
adopted. From long experience he was
certain that this could never be possible if
this teaching were encased within a church
organization, because then it would lose its
vitality and universality. The Infinite Way
could be universal only as its principles were
available to each and every person, to each
and every organization of every nature
without restraint or restriction. Inasmuch as
there is no Infinite Way organization, there is
no possibility of setting up a barrier or a
protective attitude on the part of any group or
church. Its purpose has never been to destroy
organization of any kind, but only to be the
leaven that would leaven the whole.
Joel realized that when he was gone there
might be persons of good will or ill will who
would seek to crystallize these principles into
the form of an organization. Knowing the
dangers inherent in that, he prayed long and
hard over it. In fact, someone once wrote
him, ''I have a wonderful idea for an
unorganized organization." It was just such
do-gooders that caused him deep concern
until the Voice spoke, ''Be not concerned.
The Source of this work will never permit it
to be organized, and whoever tries to do that

will be remove.
The possibility of someone’s attempting to
organize Thc Infinite Way was often in Joel's
mind, as can be noted from the following
letter he wrote me after the 1964 class in San
Francisco while aboard one of the ships of
the Matson Line bound for Hawai'i, March
13, 1964:
Am sure you saw the significance of what is
taking place in the message. It is still
necessary to be alert or the students will
entangle themselves in organization while
congratulating themselves that they are free.
Then they will blame me for their stupidity.
Trying to keep the message organization-free
is as difficult as keeping the Hebrews of old
from a king. ''The natural man'' wants a
golden calf, a crucifix, a flag, or a king.
At times considerable inducements were
made to him to organize The Infinite Way.
I have been offered $10,000 several times,
$75,000 once, $200,000 twice, and refused.
What shall I do with it? If I give it to our
workers in the cities and towns, they lose the
import of the message: God is your
consciousness - draw on it. We need no
subsidized success.
Shall I perpetuate The Infinite Way? Why?
Individual consciousness - understanding it contacting it - realizing it - this is The Infinite
Way.
And personally I neither need nor desire such
sums. While this cannot be told except to our
''inner circle'' - on this last trip I proved ''no
purse or script." Went all around the world,
38,000 miles, without using my American
Express checks. Each country supported its

own activity, including my expenses. And left
enough over in England and South Africa to
start the next trip.
If I had a religious corporation to accept tax
free gifts, we would soon have a large fund
and more responsibilities! 1
To a student who sought Joel's advice about
ensuring what she considered the proper
succession to leadership of The Infinite Way
Study Center she had established in
Washington. D.C., he wrote:
Dear Friend:
1 am under divine orders to the extent that
there shall be no Infinite Way organization,
and for seventeen years of Infinite Way
activity I have had to be very, very alert
because so many attempts have been made to
organize in ways that students did not realize
would lead to organization.
At this time I wish to bring this to your
attention. lf you have a Study Center or a
Tape Group, and if you have furniture or
furnishings, or Infinite Way tapes and books,
please make a will and leave these to your
estate and not to any successor. You can
stipulate in your will that your executor can
offer any of these things for sale to anyone
who wishes to buy them and, if you like, you
can even designate a very low price in order
to make others able to buy them and continue
the work if they wish, but in this way you
will be ensuring that there is no succession,
therefore no organization, therefore no legal
entity.
To have an Infinite Way Study Center is the
demonstration and the activity of the
consciousness of an individual, and no one
can inherit this from you. And no one can

succeed to a Tape Group you have
established, because this is also the
externalization of what you have established
in your consciousness. But if you have a
stock of tapes or books available, whoever it
is who wishes to purchase them and
undertake the activity makes it an individual
activity of his own.
In kingdoms there is a succession, and it is
for this reason that there are no kingdoms left
on earth. Even in England it is really only a
form, and the reason is this: no son and no
daughter of a king or queen can inherit their
parents' consciousness. It is for this reason
that no provision is made for a president to
hand down his office to a son, and so it is in
business. How many fathers have tried to
hand down their businesses to their children,
and how few have succeeded! And in
spiritual matters this is even more true.
As the leader of an Infinite Way Center or an
Infinite Way Tape Group, please understand
that you cannot confer your demonstration
upon anyone else. Therefore, you will never
train anyone to succeed you.
Aloha, Joel2
Joel knew that The Infinite Way would
survive only because of the degree of
attained consciousness of those who practice
its principles. He needed a hard core of a few
students with a healing consciousness who
could carry on the work and show its truth by
the fruitage.
Many years before when my one goal had
been to find God and when I disclaimed any
interest in the healing aspect of this message,
Joel told me that healing is the proof of the
truth of it. Later I learned how right he was

and what an important part the practice of the
principles of spiritual healing plays in the
development of spiritual consciousness.
Joel rejoiced when anyone appeared on the
horizon who was willing to undertake the
responsibility of the healing ministry. Even
greater was his joy when a student with a
healing consciousness was willing to go forth
carrying this message to the world. Despite
this, however, he would never give financial
aid to anyone who stepped out into the world
with the message, because he knew only too
well that each one must go forth on his own
consciousness and be maintained by that
consciousness. The work would be doomed
to failure if those who carried it on did not
have the developed consciousness necessary
to show forth frontage, and continued in it
only because they were getting support from
some kind of headquarters. When a student
had a healing consciousness, he knew that
that student would have no further financial
problems and would be able to maintain
himself.
No provision was made by Joel for
authorizing practitioners. The healing
consciousness itself would be the only
authority, and therefore, a student would
stand or fall on his own consciousness.
Going through one class or a dozen classes
was no assurance that the healing
consciousness had come into full bloom, and
until it had, any kind of authorization or
diploma would be of no value.
Joel was adamant in regard to any kind of
proselyting. He never used advertising or
ballyhoo of any kind to bring this teaching to
human consciousness. His was the way of
prayer and meditation. He trusted that the
prayer which has within it no condemnation,

which opens consciousness, and which
invites the world to find spiritual peace
would be sufficient to spread the work of
The Infinite Way.
Students were cautioned against trying to
carry The Infinite Way to the world. They
were warned to go only where they were
invited and never to invite themselves to any
city, community, church, or center in order to
introduce the work. If they were invited and
advance information assured them that there
would be a sincere understanding and
welcome, then they were encouraged to go
and share whatever it was they had, but they
were urged to be sure to go to bless, to
increase, to share their light rather than to try
to recruit followers by taking them from an
established group to swell their own ranks.
While there is no organization in The Infinite
Way, nevertheless there is a small staff made
up of a secretary, Geri McDonald, who is
Emma’s daughter, Bessie Anderson, who
since 1958 has made the tape recordings and
kept the books; and the editor. That
comprises the entire staff, surely a small
enough one. But there is no organization;
there are no memberships; there are no rules;
and there are no regulations. Joel's innate
passion for freedom evidenced itself in this
work which was closest to his heart.
There are fifty or sixty thousand families
studying The Infinite Way, and humanly I
could say, ''If each one of you will give me
five dollars a year for a membership, then I
could avoid the market place and just say, I
live in the spiritual atmosphere." But if I
asked them for five dollars a year, more or
less, I would have forsaken my spiritual
atmosphere. I would have come right down
then to the market place, and doubly so

because I would have been putting my
reliance on man, on his good will, and on
numbers instead of on this divine Grace.3
The Infinite Way has always met its financial
needs without any fund-raising drives and
has been amply provided for by the
Consciousness that brought it forth.
Consciousness has always been the secret of
The Infinite Way and the basis of its
operation, and that realized consciousness
has taken care of every need.
The grass-roots of The Infinite Way are
found in the tape groups which have sprung
up throughout the world. Anyone who wishes
to do so may begin a tape recording group.
These tape recording groups nearly always
meet in homes, but in large metropolitan
areas, occasionally the tape group leader
rents space in a hotel or office building to
make the meetings more accessible to
students. Those who come listen to
recordings of Joel's classes and lectures,
have meditation before and after the
recording, and gather together freely with no
obligation except that of love. There is no
discussion, no music, and no advertising. All
a person interested in starting such an
activity has to do is to sit quietly and wait for
those to come who want to participate.
Beyond that, there are the groups scattered
around the world who engage in daily prayer
activity for the opening of consciousness to
spiritual realization. They usually are persons
who have been students of The Infinite Way
for a sufficiently long period to have gone
beyond a primary concern for their own
welfare and are now willing and ready to
take upon themselves specific work for the
world: to regenerate human consciousness
and to bring about the second coming of the

Christ as the consciousness of individual
being universally experienced. These groups
also have no organization, no authority over
anyone else, and the composition of a group
in any one place may fluctuate from time to
time.
To this day The Infinite Way has remained an
unorganized activity, a movement in
consciousness. Joel felt very strongly that he
would far rather see students make mistakes
than to set up rules and regulations to guide
them. In this way each person would
maintain his individual freedom, and if he did
make mistakes, he could learn from them and
go forward, but there would be nothing
binding him and holding him to a state of
consciousness which he had outgrown or not
attained.
lf a student is a member of an organization,
he unconsciously or even consciously relies
on his association with the group or he may
rely on someone who has gone further along
the Path than he, and in that way he has
found himself a new Messiah. This inevitably
creates a sense of separation from God. The
whole of The Infinite Way is dedicated to
turning man within to discover that the
Source of all that is already exists within his
consciousness, and he needs nothing outside,
nothing external to that consciousness.

8.
Out of Consciousness
into Form
As The Infinite Way became more widely
accepted, there was an ever-increasing
demand for Joel to give lectures and classes.
At first the class work was confined to
California, and it was out of the class work in

San Francisco and Los Angeles that four of
his most powerful books came: The World is
New, originally The San Francisco Lectures;
Conscious Union with God, formerly
Metaphysical Notes; Consciousness
Unfolding; God the Substance of all Form;
and The Master Speaks.
Joel's early writings began with letters, some
of the earliest to his first tuberculosis patient
- trunks full of them - and thereafter his letter
writing continued all his life. Many of these
letters to patients were written in longhand.
In fact, he wrote so many letters that he often
said to me, ''Here's one signature that will
never be a collector's item. There are too
many of them scattered around the world."
Many patients and students wanted to have a
message from Joel at regular intervals, so he
began sending out a weekly mimeographed
letter, highlighting principles of spiritual
living and healing. It is not surprising,
therefore, that from the inception of The
Infinite Way, a monthly letter to students
should evolve as part of the work.
In the early days of The Infinite Way a
former minister was drawn to the work in
Los Angeles. His considerable knowledge of
the Bible appealed to Joel, and with his
support and encouragement, the minister
began the publication of a monthly letter
called The Infinite Way Messenger, to which
Joel contributed an article regularly. In 1953,
when the relationship between them had
become very thin, Joel severed it completely.
Toward the end of that year he wrote a letter
to all those who were subscribing to The
Infinite Way messenger, announcing that it
would be replaced by a monthly letter written
entirely by him to be sent to students who
expressed an interest in receiving it.

Joel was now living most of the time in
Hawai'i and considered that his home. There
he gave talks to little groups of students, and
these talks, which were recorded as The
1953 New Hawaiian Series, were
transcribed from the tapes by Ruth Maberry,
who edited and |assembled them into the
English edition of the book Living The
infinite Way. She also prepared and edited
the first Infinite Way monthly Letters, those
of 1954, 1955, and 1956.
One of the gems of all the writings is a little
pamphlet called Love and Gratitude. While
Joel was walking toward the Alano Hotel in
Honolulu to give a lecture, it was as if he
heard a voice say, ''Won't you buy me a
flower, just a little flower." He turned around
to see who wanted this flower, but there was
no one there. Again he heard it, but this time
it was coming from some place within him.
His face lighted up and he said, "Sure, sure, I
will." He turned around and ran back a block
to Auntie Bella's little flower stand and
asked, "'Please, may l have a couple of little
carnations?''
"A couple of little carnations? Sure! '' She
took two, put a wire around them, and Joel
walked down the street with these flowers in
his hand, all smiles, realizing that he must
have looked very foolish to the rest of the
world. Up he went on to the lecture platform,
put the little flowers there along with his
Bible, and began a talk which lasted for more
than an hour. Later he was told that he had
been talking about love. A whole hour talking
about love!
When it was over, he could not remember
one word of it. Everybody just sat there. Joel
waited and waited, but still nobody wanted

to move, so banally he made the break and
walked to the door. Even then the students
were reluctant to leave their seats, because
they had heard a message that to them was
electrifying. Nobody seemed able to tell what
had been said except that it was about love.
One couple, who knew him well, told him
that that was the first time they had ever
heard him mention the word. Unfortunately,
the tape recorder was out of order, and not a
word was caught.
Some time later in Seattle, in a class, he
found himself again talking about love, and
for the second time the tape recorder was out
of order and the lecture was not recorded.
This time, too, nobody could tell him what he
had said. The next Sunday morning he was
certain that he was going to talk about love,
and he did. The operator of the tape recorder,
however, became so interested in listening to
what Joel had to say that she forgot to turn
on the recorder, and still not one of them
could remember what he had said. The
following Thursday night the recorder was in
working order and the message which
comprises the pamphlet Love and Gratitude
came forth.
These talks on love were Joel’s first
conscious knowledge of what love is, and the
reason he did not know about this before is
because he thought love had something to do
with persons, and he found out that that was
not true, that all love is of God.
You may not believe me when I tell you that
I debated as to whether I should put a price
of fifty dollars a copy on Love and Gratitude
or fifty cents. I had the feeling that that
booklet had in it that which in time was
going to thunder down the ages, and I know
now that that is true. There is something in

that booklet that will change the lives of
those who catch the point, and it will Change
their lives drastically, dramatically, and
quickly.
The thought that came to me was: who
would believe that for fifty cents? For fifty
dollars they will say, ''I wonder what is in it
that I am supposed to see," and they would
study more carefully.
But a moment or two later the thought came:
that is human reasoning. If it is truth, turn it
loose for nothing, without money and without
price, and if it can be published for fifty cents
without loss, publish it for fifty cents, and
those who have eyes to se and ears to hear
will find it.1
Another priceless little gem is The Deep
Silence of My Peace. This, too, came out of
a class-experience in Seattle. Extras were on
the street that night, not with one banner
headline but with three, indicating bad news
in Korea, a threatened railroad strike, and the
possibility of a nation-wide telephone strike.
When Joel went on the platform, the air was
thick with apprehension and concern.
Everyone in the room was coughing and
moving and there was every kind of
restlessness, which is not usual in Infinite
Way class work because so much meditation
precedes every meeting that the students are
usually at peace when the class begins. But
there was no peace that night until Joel began
talking, and out of the peace generated by
that talk came such a silence that he called
this pamphlet The Deep Silence of My
Peace.
Ever since my first meeting with Joel in 1949
there had been the close relationship of

teacher and disciple which never ended, but
in 1955 to that was added a new relationship,
that of author and editor.
Well do I remember that morning in April,
1955, when Joel arrived to give a private
class at the Chicago Infinite Way Study
Center, a class for which I had been given
strict instructions to invite only ten persons.
After he was comfortably settled in at the
Palmer House, he handed me the
transcription of the tape recorded lecture,
'The Easter of Our Lives,'' and asked, ''Wil1
you and your sister Valborg work on this and
get it ready for a little pamphlet? There had
been no previous indication of anything such
as this, so we were taken completely by
surprise, but readily agreed to do the job.
Interestingly enough, the preceding
Christmas following a deep spiritual
experience, it had come to me that I should
''leave my nets, give up my career as a
teacher and public school administrator to
devote my life to The Infinite Way. It was a
decision that I of myself did not make: that
Something within pushed me into it. I waited
several months to let this inner guidance
crystallize, finished out the school year, and
then on July 4, 1955, turned in my
resignation, leaving a position in a school
system where I had served successfully,
happily, and joyfully for twenty-five years.
The class Joel gave in Chicago that April
served to reinforce a decision that proved to
be the turning point in my life.
At the close of the class Joel asked me to
drive him up to Michigan to visit Joseph
Sadony. Those two days of driving back and
forth gave us long hours together in which to
talk about the work and also gave me the joy
of listening to him reminisce hour after hour

about his early experiences, his new home in
Hawai'i, and much about Emma who by that
time had come to occupy an important place
in his life.
On the trip to see Joseph, Joel talked about
an idea he had for another book on the Bible,
similar to Spiritual Interpretation of
Scripture, and asked if Valborg and I would
edit it. Whenever he asked me to do anything
with the manuscripts, my sister was always
included because at one time he said, ''You
and Valborg are so much one that you are
really one person with two heads and four
hands." A couple of years later he wrote to
her, expressing his deep appreciation for her
work:
December 14, 1957
Dear Valborg:
We are so happy to have Lorraine here with
us. . . .
Am so thankful for all your work on The
Infinite Way message. Am sure you realize
that what you are doing is for eternity. With
two books coming through Harpers, the
world gives greater recognition to the
message-which otherwise would have had to
"seep'' through over a longer period of time .
..
To have had a hand in these writings is to be
established in eternity. No man can take this
glory from you. Happy holidays.
Joel
Although I was still teaching at that time, I
worked late into the night, accumulating
material from the tape recordings of Joel's
classes that I had purchased, and Valborg and
I worked on that material every spare
moment we had. From any number of tape

recordings we put together bits here and bits
there of enough material to form what we felt
would be an excellent first chapter for such a
work, but it was never destined to serve that
purpose.
The following August, on his way to New
York to see his publisher, Harper & Brothers,
Joel stopped off in Chicago to give me the
opportunity of meditation with him and
further instruction. He graciously accepted an
invitation to speak at the Study Center, which
my sister and I had opened a year before. As
he was about to begin talking, Valborg
reminded him that this was the first
anniversary of the first Infinite Way Study
Center in all the world, so he launched fourth
into an inspiring and illuminating talk on the
subject of study renters and spiritual
unfoldment. He was in Chicago for three
days, and I spent most of the waking hours
talking with him and working with him.
Before he left for New York, he handed me
the transcriptions of the momentous 1955
Chicago Private Class held earlier in the year
and also a transcription of the seventeenth
tape of The 1955 Kailua Study Series,
saying, ''I am supposed to have a book ready
for L. N. Fowler of London before I leave
there in October. This is all I have. Can you
and Valborg do something about it?" And of
course we agreed to do it.
Then a little later on in the conversation he
brought out a few scattered papers that had
no rhyme or reason to them and said, ''I am
also supposed to have a book for Harper &
Brothers on the subject of meditation. This
should have been ready before now, but you
can see that there is really nothing here that
can be used. Can you do something about
it?"

Again my answer was, ''Certainly, we'll be
happy to." And so in that three-day visit the
responsibility for the preparations of two
books was turned over to us with no
instructions beyond having something for
Joel to give to Harper & Brothers on
meditation and something for L. N. Fowler.
Since the most pressing job was the book for
L. N. Realer, we decided to get to work first
on that. But after Joel left fair New York and
before there was much opportunity for us to
get started, he telephoned me from New York
and asked if I would fly there to do some
work on Living The Infinite Way which
Harper had expressed an interest in
publishing, but which they said needed two
new chapters added to it. "I have ordered a
first-class ticket for you on one of the big
new planes, and you will leave Chicago at
four o'clock in the afternoon and be in New
York at seven. Take a taxi to the hotel."
When he called it was then eleven o'clock in
the morning, and it would take well over an
hour to drive to the airport. Furthermore, it
was necessary to make arrangements for
someone to take over the Study Center in
Chicago while I was gone and to see that that
person had the keys. So it was a hurry-up
rush job to get off and get on that plane, my
first flight. In fact, until April of that year
when I had driven Joel to the airport, I had
never been inside an airport, let alone on a
plane.
In New York Joel said that he had decided to
use the two chapters we had prepared for the
proposed new book on the Bible for Living
The Infinite Way. So right there in the hotel a
typewriter was rented, and in my feeble and
inadequate typing I typed out those two

chapters for him to hand over to Harper. I
spent several days in New York working
with Joel, talking often about the new book
that we were going to prepare for him on
meditation.
John van Druten, who wrote the Introduction
to The Infinite Way, was a frequent caller on
Joel. On one occasion when we were
together in the hotel, I turned to John, for
whom I had considerable respect as a very
successful playwright, and, because I was
still at sea as to what to include in a book on
meditation, asked him, ''John, what would
you include in such a book?"
The answer was not very satisfactory, and
afterwards when I saw Joel alone, he said to
me, ''Never do that again. Never ask anyone's
advice about what you are to do. Go within,
and let the guidance from within be your sole
reliance.''
When I returned home, both Valborg and I
worked continuously on the book for L. N.
Fowler. Since I owned most of the tape
recordings of classes that had already been
given and had heard them many times, I was
very familiar with Joel's work, but I had no
written transcripts of any of the tapes except
The 1955 Chicago Private Class and The
1955 Kailua Study Group Series Reel XVII.
So I had to sit down, listen to the tapes, and
transcribe such portions of these as would be
suitable to include in the book.
Gradually as we worked on it, the pattern
emerged. Certain principles began to take
shape as specific chapters in the book, and in
an amazingly short time it was ready for the
final typing. Margaret Wacker Davis, a
student in Chicago, offered to type half the
manuscript for me. This was a great gift

because my typing was of a very poor quality
and not at all suitable for the preparation of a
manuscript. I gave her the first part of the
book, but it was not long before we
discovered that her typewriter had different
type from mine, and the two could not be
used together. With that, she said, ''Wel1, I’ll
just type all of it,'' a wonderful and ever-sowelcome gesture of love and friendship.
From that time to this day, Margaret has
typed most of the work sheets used in the
work on a book and always the final draft of
every book that has been published and also
of every monthly Letter. Here was another
example of Consciousness unfolding as
whatever is necessary at the moment.

There are no words of appreciation that are
adequate; there is no gift that would say,
''Thank your." I know that you and Valborg
have really worked, and so to both of you I
can only say that I know it also and am
grateful. To both of you will come the
blessing of spiritual frontage.
Please accept the enclosed to give yourself a
week-end holiday with quiet, peace, and no
work - and I mean it! . . . If writing more
words could increase my gratitude, I'd keep
on writing. Please read between the lines.
This gives us a book to hold us over until
Meditation is complete. . . .
For now - My love to all, Joel

As soon as Margaret finished typing the
manuscript, which later was entitled
Practicing The Presence, it was sent to Joel
in London. The following letters show how
unstinting he was in praise of work he felt
was well done.
October I 3, 1955
Thursday 5:00 P.M.
Washington Hotel
London, W. I
Dear Lorraine:
The manuscript just arrived, and it is far
beyond my expectations. It is so good that I
am giving it to the publishers as it is.
That tells the story.
If I can, will write an Introduction as the
book opens at heavy meat on the east page.
If not, it goes as it is.
I do not know how you could do such a fine
job in this short time except that God owns
The Infinite Way and holds the hands of
those who enter its consciousness.

October 14, 1955
Dear Friend Valborg:
I will certainly not try to thank you in words
for your devotion to the message or to the
manuscript. Let me tell you my thanks in
another way:
Back in the early 1930’s- about '33 or '34 Nellie Steeves became my secretary without
pay - typing ten copies of my weekly Letter
and some of the letters to patients. She was
still doing the mail and weekly Letter when it
was 200 a week! And about ten letters a day
of regular mail. Eventually she moved to
California and did all my mail and the
manuscripts of The Letters and The Infinite
Way as a real secretary with portfolio! Then
came Nadea to help with the start of The
Infinite Way - and Minnie Law who did
Spiritual Interpretation of Scripture. And then
Emma Lindsay - and altogether about a
dozen who are the real pioneers of The
Infinite Way.
You are fortunate in that you will one day

look back on these days with amazement.
and we are fortunate that you are one of the
pioneers of The Infinite Way, one of those
who helped deliver the Child to the world.
Welcome-and heartfelt gratitude, Joel
After that, work began in earnest on the book
on meditation for Harper & Brothers which
was finally given the title The Art of
Meditation. I listened to every tape recording
of class work that I had, looking for material
from the classes on the subject of meditation.
Fortunately by this time, Jessie Porter of
Vancouver, B.C., one of the first persons to
invite Joel to speak outside of California,
began sending me transcriptions of the tape
recordings, typewritten copies which saved
an immense amount of work. In addition to
that, Bettie Burkhart began transcribing other
tape recordings to relieve me of that chore, a
work she continues to do.
Together with the hearing of the tapes and
the taking down of what was suitable from
them and these transcriptions of the tapes,
work on The Art Meditation proceeded. Bit
by bit the three divisions of the book and the
chapters necessary to be included in each
subdivision unfolded as the material was
assembled.
The first third of the book was ready for Joel
to read at the time of the March, I956,
Steinway Hall Classes in New York. He gave
this material to Eugene Exman, head of the
Religious Books Department of Harper, who
read it and liked it well enough to give the
go-ahead signal for publication. Joel, himself,
felt that it read beautifully, so beautifully in
fact, that he said it covered up the TNT
buried underneath. In a letter from Zurich,
Switzerland, May 22, 1956, Joe1 wrote

enthusiastically:
Dear Lorraine:
Your Part 2 is tremendous. Have written
Exman that I doubt if the remaining chapters
will influence the decision. But if he doesn't
accept it, I will jump to New York in August
and see other publishers who have expressed
interest.
You have done a grand job. . . . There is
certainly nothing I can see to change in the
entire manuscript. Let us not have it so
perfect it does not sound like Joel. . . .
Heartfelt thanks and love to all, Joel
And from Johannesburg, South Africa, he
wrote-June 14, 1956: I have read 2/3
through, and it is magnificent. The further I
go the better it gets, and it becomes the
textbook I visioned on meditation and
spiritual living - and not literature." Joel had
a hang-up about his books becoming
literature because he interpreted literature as
something synonymous with dry and dull
intellectuality.
By May the completed book had been sent to
Joel, who was traveling around the world,
and when a cable from him arrived with his
O.K., the manuscript was immediately
rushed to Harper. The book was released
early in November, 1956. To celebrate its
publication, Frances Steloff of The Gotham
Book Mart in New York City had a comingout party for it which Joel attended so that he
could autograph copies and readers could
meet him. This was like Frances, who for
years had been introducing promising
unknown writers to major publishing
companies and thus helping to launch them
on their careers. When Frances heard Joel
lecture in New York in 1953, she was drawn

to his work, and thus began a friendship,
based on mutual understanding and trust,
which lasted throughout the years. It was she
who was instrumental in presenting Joel's
writings to Harper & Brothers, a debt Joel
never forgot. Frances Steloff has played a
most significant role in The Infinite Way.
The following year, when Joel was reading
The Art of Meditation to Emma on their
honeymoon, he said, ''God surely had
Lorraine by the hand when she prepared this
book for publication." His gratitude and
appreciation were very real, as indicated in a
letter to me from London, dated April 11,
1956, before The Art of Meditation was
published: ''Want a page in front as follows:
'Dedicated with gratitude to Lorraine Sinker."
You have earned it. . . . And please tell
Valborg I will write - I am grateful, even if is
doesn't seem so."
This directive I ignored because I felt that it
would not be appropriate. On November 22,
1962, however, Joel wrote me from Capetown:
Dear Lorraine:
Today starts a large class with eight sessions
and then home . . . .
I have always desired that our publications
carry a line to the effect that this book is
edited by Lorraine Sinkler. Even new
printings of the old books should contain
this. We will speak of it again. . . .
Of course my recent difficulty was my own
fault. I could not rise above personalities and
paid the penalty. Believe me -- "as ye sow''is a principle. See you soon.
Love, Joel

From that time on, beginning with Man Was
Not Born to Cry, the editor's name has been
included in all new books published.
At the Steinway Hall Classes in 1956 when
Joel had the proofs of Practicing the
Presence and when The Art of Meditation
was well under way, he told me that the class
books -- Firs, Second, and Third San
Francisco Lectures, Metaphysical Notes, The
Master Speaks, Consciousness Unfolding,
and God, The Substance of all Form - would
all have to be edited and prepared for
publication, one book every four months. As
he said later:
While the mimeographed copies of the class
books had all the truth that is in the classes,
they were very poorly done, but that was as
good as we could do at the time. There
weren't any publishers in those days who
believed that Infinite Way books were ever
going to sell or that anyone would be
interested in buying them, and therefore this
was the only means we had of getting these
notes in some form that the students could
study. This work is spreading, however, and
a book to be given out to the public now
must be presented in a good-looking form
and be editorially correct.3
As early as May, 1956, the editing of the
monthly Letter was beginning to loom on the
horizon. Joel wrote on May 24, ''It may be
necessary for you to take over the monthly
Letter. . . . I would be able to spend more
time with you in Chicago and together we
could turn out good work. I could keep up
with any amount of work, but not with
people, especially those students who can't
work with me."
In October the preparation of the monthly

Letter was to us beginning with the January,
1957 , Letter. From that time on, the monthly
Letter has been prepared in substantially the
same way as the books: first, letting inner
guidance determine what the subject of The
Letter should be and then searching for
transcriptions of Joel's tapes that would carry
through on that subject. When The Letter
was prepared in its final form ready for
printing, it was sent to Joel for his approval
and on to the place where a camera copy of it
was made which was then sent to the printer.
The monthly Letter is a most important part
of Infinite Way activity.
To me, our monthly Letter is a very sacred
thing, very sacred. 1 don't think anybody
knows how sacred except Emma and
Lorraine because they have seen me with it
as if it were a baby. The reason is this: it is
not a piece of paper to be sent out to read. . .
. That Letter is a sacred bond between me
and my students. That is my way of having a
correspondence course, only I can't believe
in correspondence courses that are laid out
and then every year sent out to the new
students who come in.
My correspondence course has to be written
fresh every month, and then every year
another correspondence course and then
every year still another one. True, these
Letters are perpetuated in book form because
truth is in them, but I wouldn't be satisfied to
say to you, ''This is my correspondence
course. I am teaching you with yesterday’s
manna.'' No, this is inspirational; this is
instructive; this is to be practiced. And when
I want to teach you spiritually, I want to do it
spontaneously; I want to do it with
something that comes through; I want to do it
with something that is alive.4

Was it spontaneous? Yes, it was because
while the material in The Letter might have
been given a year or two or five before it
found its way into print, when it was
originally given, it was a spontaneous
impartation to Joel from within. Actually, the
only book that Joel sat down and wrote, and
a great deal of that was taken from letters
that he had sent out, is The infinite Way. Al1
the rest came out of class work, class work
that was given extemporaneously with no
prior thought, but was a message taken down
on tape just as it came through. This is what
makes for the freshness that is never lost
even with the hundredth reading.
Every month I read The Letter in its
manuscript form when you return the final
form to me, and then when I receive the
printed copy I read it two or three times in
one day, and then for at least a week or ten
days after that, I read it not less than once a
day and sometimes twice. By that time it has
really taken root in me.:
The work that Joel had asked us to do and
which we were eager to undertake presented
us with an immense load as we wanted to
continue the activities of The Infinite Way
Study Center in Chicago, and I felt that the
healing practice must always be the first
consideration. We wished sometimes that
there were at least twenty-eight hours in
every day, but somehow or other all
deadlines were met.
Many persons spoke about how Joel drove
those who worked for him unmercifully,
expecting work to be completed almost
before it was begun. Few people are able to
operate at such an accelerated pace.
However, I never felt that he drove me,
perhaps because there was a drive within that

pushed and pushed. There was a sense of
dedication together with the recognition that
it was important that these books be
published and that deadlines be met for the
sake of the work which to Valborg and me
was all-important.
The success of the English edition of
Practicing The Presence, as well as that of
the American edition of The Art of
Meditation, led Harper & Brothers to inquire
about printing an American edition of
Practicing the Presence. They felt that it
would be desirable, however, to amplify the
book somewhat by adding a few additional
chapters. This request reached Joel in
Hawai'i in August, 1957, at the time of the
Halekou Classes. Since I was there making
all the arrangements for the classes which
were held in the home of Emma and Joel, I
heard the news immediately and was asked
to begin work at once on additional material
for Practicing the Presence.
The final morning of the Second Halekou
Class was a mountain top experience, a
filling of the room with a deep silence, a
quietness, a sense of the sacredness of the
moment, a dedication. It lasted for two hours,
and Joel called it ''The Experience." As I sat
there listening, I knew instantly that this was
to be the last chapter in Practicing The
Presence. By the next day Ann Darling had
transcribed it, and I was ready to begin work
on it. Another chapter, ''The Rhythm of God,"
a combination of work given in Portland and
in New York in 1956, was also added.
Joel was delighted with these additions to
Practicing The Presence, and upon receiving
the newly enlarged manuscript he wrote to
me October 16, 1957: ''Just received P.P, Oh,
what a dream. . . . 'Rhythm' is magnificent . .

. 'A Vision to beholden out of this world.
Where did it come from? What class? Well,
how does one say thanks to such things?''
While I was living at Halekou Place in late
1957 and early 1958, the idea of a new book
began taking shape which eventually was
published as The Art of Spiritual Healing,
embodying material collected from the tape
recordings, especially some of the earlier
unlisted ones available to me there at
Halekou. The book was accepted by Harper
for publication and released in October,
1959.
After Practicing The Presence was well
launched, and all the class books except The
San Francesco Lectures were in book form,
Joel felt that there must be a book on his
unfoldment on good and evil as the cause of
human hood and on the Sermon on the
Mount. With that simple direction the
assembling of the material began, a
tremendous job because there were so many
classes on these two subjects. This book,
The Thunder of Silence, grew out of work
that began with a lecture given in New York
in 1956 and continued to unfold throughout
all the classes in 1956, 1957 , and I958. Like
all the others, it came out of an inner
unfoldment - this one dealing with the first
three chapters of Genesis and the Sermon on
the Mount.
It is vividly clear in my mind the night in
New York at the Barbizon Plaza Theater, the
opening night of a public lecture, going on
the platform without a single idea of what
was going to come through, without any
knowledge of truth to impart. Out of my
mouth came that which is the first part of The
Thunder of Silence, all of which deals with
karmic law. That is when it was revealed to

me on the platform at the same time that it
was revealed to those in the audience.
If I had known the truth when I went on that
platform, there would have been no room for
that great revelation? I had had to wait
twenty-five years: twenty-five years of
praying, twenty- five years of meditating,
twenty-five years of sometimes tearing my
heart out and getting no answer. And then in
a moment when I had no idea at all that it
was going to come, when I wasn't expecting
it, it flashed into my mind like a light bulb
and nearly threw me off the platform. It
shook me from head to foot.
For weeks I didn't get over the shock from
the intensity of the revelation that the cause
of all the trouble on the face of the earth is
the belief in good and evil, that nobody can
stay in the Garden of Eden, of harmony and
perfection, while he is accepting in his mind
the belief of good and evil. But everybody
can go back into Eden and be pure and live
by Grace, not by the sweat of his brow, but
by Grace, by the gift of God, just by giving
up the belief in good and evil, just by being
willing to concede that there is no good man
on earth and there is no bad one."
Joel was intensely interested in the progress
of the work on The Thunder of Silence. At
first it was slow because for months I was
puzzled as to how the idea of good and evil
as the cause of humanhood and the meaning
of the Sermon on the Mount could be
blended into a united whole. Furthermore,
along with the other work on The Thunder of
Silence, for thirteen months I worked on the
two chapters on ''Transcending Mind'' and
''Unconditioned Mind'' in order to clarify
these principles in my own consciousness.
Then, one morning in June, 1960, while in

meditation, the whole pattern of the book
came into sharp focus with its three
divisions: I. From Darkness to Light; II.
From the Unreal to the Real; III. From Law
to Grace. When Joel saw the book in print,
he wrote:
Halekou Place, Hawai'i
Tuesday, March 7 , 1961
Dear Lorraine:
Consider carefully before you answer: I
believe the chapter ''Unconditioned Mind'' is
the finest chapter in all Infinite Way writings.
Do you feel this way - or do you have
another? I keep going back over this oneagain and gain - always getting the same
reaction - and always wondering what would
come forth if some psychology professor got
hold of it. I still do not ''feel'' the impact of
the book, but I do of the chapter.
It seems that I am the parent of a baby that I
pick up - put down - pick up - and wonder
what kind of man I'm loosing on the world.
Never had this with any other baby.
Spiritual Interpretation of Scripture was one I
knew was unique - but I also knew that it
would someday awaken a world. But this
one: well, I’ll just keep picking it up and
laying it down - until it clicks.
Lovingly and gratefully, Joel, The Father! ! !
When the book was put on the market, the
first printing was sold out in a few weeks,
something that had never happened to an
Infinite Way book before.
After the publication of The Art of Spiritual
Healing Joel felt that there should be a book
on advanced spiritual healing. Only a few
chapters had been prepared when in 1961

Emma and Joel invited me to spend the
month of December and part of January in
Hawai'i. I took the first four chapters that
were ready to Joel to read. He liked them
very much. But already something new was
percolating in him, so he said, ''Let's leave
this for the time being and come back to it
later. Now let's do a book on mysticism."
So the book on advanced spiritual healing
was put aside and work begun on collecting
material from the tape recordings and
transcriptions on mysticism. It took eighteen
months to prepare this book, which drew
upon all the class work that Joel had given
on this subject, beginning specifically with
The First and Second 1958 Chicago closed
classes, classes almost entirely devoted to
the subject of mysticism. In March of 1962
Joel enthusiastically wrote that he had
discovered the title for the new book: A
Parenthesis in Eternity.
While I wrote to Joel about the progress of
the book from time to time, he never gave
any further instructions beyond his desire for
such a book. In 1965 Valborg and I joyously
wrapped up the manuscript and sent it to
him, and his response is best expressed in his
own words:
Halekou Place
Honolulu, Hawai'i
April 1, 1963
Dear Lorraine and Valborg: I can now say
my song is sung. This is what I dreamed of
and did not think possible of attainment.
There are no major changes, deletions, or
additions, and the finished manuscript will be
just as you sent it to me. . . . I could not
possibly express my feelings of thanks to

both of you.
Lovingly, Joel
Kailua
May 21, 1963
Started to read Parenthesis again. Am
through Chapter VIII and never have read its
equal anywhere. (Pardon the modesty).
Joel never realized how many different tape
recordings were used to weld together a
single chapter in his books or in a monthly
Letter. For example, one of the chapters he
prized most highly and considered it one of
his greatest, ''Love Thy neighbor." came from
six different tapes, and yet he thought it had
been put into print just as he had given it in
class with only a few marks of punctuation
inserted.
After Joel's enthusiastic response to
Parenthesis, it occurred to me that he might
like to know what tape recordings had been
used in the preparation of the book. So, for
the first time, I sent him an annotated copy of
the manuscript of A Parenthesis in Eternity.
This surprised him so much that shortly
thereafter he made an entry in his diary to the
eject that he should never have had any of his
work edited. When the book was really
published, however, he recognized again the
depth of his work and all his dissatisfaction
melted in appreciation of the beauty of the
completed book.
London
October 31, 1963
Dear Lorraine:
Life must be counted as B P and A P - Before
Parenthesis and After Parenthesis. There can
be no other logical division of time or mode

of life. I read it through cover to cover, and it
is too broad a canvas to take in that way.
Then back to ''Introduction'' for two readings,
then ''Two Worlds'' for two readings - and
then ''Introduction'' and ''Two Worlds'' straight
along.
These two are amazing. They set a
foundation for revelation. They contain
startling material, magnificently arranged. A
Master hand edited these. Be grateful you
could be Its servant, lts hand. . . .
As for me, my song is sung. I want no more
of this world, and it has no attraction for me.
I am content to stand on Parenthesis. Nothing
can be added to it.
Every major point that has been revealed to
me is in it. You have done nobly! Nature of
error, name and nature of God, the natural
man and man of Christ, nature of prayer,
nature of communion, initiation, it is all
there.
For days have done no mail. The interest is
gone. Still do not know why we came to
London unless it is just to get away from all
who insist on coming to Hawai'i. For what?
Something is turned upside down in me since
Parenthesis! I have nothing to teach and no
desire to teach. Will fill my dates up to
November 19 and do not know what will
follow. Will just take a day at a time. . . .
Well, this is the news today. Maybe it will be
different tomorrow.
Lovingly and gratefully, Joel
Kailua, Hawai'i
February 14, 1964

Dear Lorraine and Valborg:
Yesterday and today I have been immersed in
Parenthesis - and my heart aches with its
truth, purity and loveliness of form and
expression - all three of us have done well
with it.
Love,
Joel
Joel never saw Leave Your Nets published in
book form, but at the Hilton Hotel in Chicago
after the class work in May of 1964 and
before we all left for England, I sat down
with Joel while he went over the manuscript.
It was an enlargement of a little pamphlet
like book that had been published in England
years before, but this new manuscript had
been much amplified.
As he read, I could see his amazement
growing until finally he said to me, ''What is
this from?
''The 1955 Seattle and Portland Classes.''
''But this is exactly what l am teaching
today!''
''Yes, I know. Your message has never
changed. It has always been the same, only
clad in different garments."
And this was true. In the very earliest work
the principles were set forth clearly and the
deep mysticism of the message revealed. Yet
whenever he gave a class it was always fresh
and new to Joel because it was not coming
out of memory but out of consciousness.
Since Joel's demise, there have been five
books published, and there are at least six
more to be published. This is possible

because of the way in which the books have
always been prepared. At this point it should
be stated, however, that while my sister and I
did the organization of the books and worked
out the transitional sentences, the books are
essentially Joel's and the message is always
his. His consciousness pervades every page.
Students were naturally carried away by the
grandeur and inspiration of the message
coming through him, and so they were
constantly urging him to have every class
printed just as it was given, never realizing
how many times the very same examples
were used which would hardly be
appropriate in book after book. Furthermore, few persons understand that the
spoken word of necessity differs from the
written word. What is spoken spontaneously
''off-the cuff'' is frequently not effective in
written form. So there had to be a great deal
of culling, sorting out, and arranging of
material to make a united whole and to
produce some thirty books, each with its own
special message. This, Joel never really
understood. He did realize, however, that he
was not easy to work with and in those
difficult moments which were bound to arise
from time to time between author and editor,
he was quick to recognize this.
January 10, 1964:
Dear Lorraine:
Have just cabled you that as usual you are
right, and the March Letter you have done is
beautiful. . . .
Sometimes I wonder why Emma and you put
up with me. If I were Emma, I am sure I
would kiss me good-bye and say, ''Pleasant to
have met you, but don't let it happen against
and I know that if I were you, I would drop
me in the Chicago River with a twenty-year-

old Rolls Royce tied around my neck. Why a
Rolls Royce? Well at least when I am found,
I want to be found in good company.
Well that's all for now.
Joel
It took courage to work with Joel, a dogged
conviction that what was being done was
right. Only that deep conviction and an
abiding mutual respect could have continued
such a relationship for so many years. And it
took silence, too, proving that through
silence all things can be accomplished.
Working with Joel in the capacity of editor of
his writings was a rare and special privilege,
but it was not without many challenges. As
my spiritual guide, his word was law to me
and, even though he never demanded it, I
rendered to him the obedience inherent in
such a relationship because I recognized the
authority of his own inner experience. To
combine that with the job of editor entrusted
with the work of arranging his material in
proper form for print, however, was like
walking a tightrope. The one relationship
called for a receptivity and a confidence in
the teacher who had gone ahead of the
student in awareness, and the other for
critical appraisal of every spoken word. Yet
the freshness of something flowing out of
pure inspiration from a consciousness aflame
with Spirit had to be maintained and was
maintained, and this is the reason his writings
are always new, even though a person has
read them over and over. The transforming
and renewing power of the Spirit, for which
he was such a perfect instrument, is felt on
every page.

9.

Building for Eternity
A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell
where his influence stops.1
The great teacher defies analysis. He can
neither be defined, nor his methods dissected
or described; but whoever comes into his
presence feels the power of a human spirit.2
During his initiation in 1946 and just as the
public work in The Infinite Way began, Joel
was told that his function would be to do
what was given him to do but that he himself
would have no responsibility for doing it.
That Presence which had become his close
companion would go before him to do
whatever was necessary. In the following
years he found that that promise was always
kept. So, for example, as funds were needed
for publication of the writings or for his
world travels, the funds were there.
The invitations which came to lecture in New
Thought Temples, Religious Science
Churches, Unity Churches, and Metaphysical
Libraries at first surprised Joel because he
knew nothing at all of their writings or
teachings. The number of invitations to speak
to these groups also convinced him that such
a thing could never have been accomplished
by a mere man, but that there had to be a
Presence going before to bring these
invitations for lectures and class work from
far and wide to his doorstep.
Classes of ten days or two weeks were
necessary at first because the classes in those
early days were made up of people from
different teachings who knew nothing about
The Infinite Way, and it took several nights
for them to lose their resistance and

suspicion.
The first night bristled in a classroom. . . .
The students were waiting for me either to
condemn Mrs. Eddy or the Board of
Directors, or somebody else was out there
waiting for me to say something about Unity
or New Thought. They were all sitting there
on the defensive. And of course I was just
smiling inside. By the second night, they
began to feel, ''Well, he isn't doing any of
those things. But I'm not going to judge too
quickly.'' By the fourth night, however, the
teaching could begin and there could be six
nights of good work.3
In later years most of the classes were made
up of persons who had read the books, and
they knew before they came that there was
no antagonism toward any teaching nor was
there any criticism.
Joel differentiated between a closed class
and a lecture. The latter was open to the
general public with no requirements for
admission and no admission charge. A closed
class was limited to those who had read
some of the writings and therefore had some
knowledge, even if slight, of the principles of
The Infinite Way. Furthermore, those who
made themselves a part of such a class were
required to be present at the opening session
and attend all subsequent meetings. A class
tuition was charged, chiefly for the purpose
of eliminating the curiosity seekers and not
primarily as a source of income. The income
came abundantly through the healing
practice.
Out of those who attended closed classes,
there were a few who wanted to have Joel
teach another class with a smaller and
perhaps more selective group. That type of

work began in Joel’s hotel room in Seattle
with a group of six who were already
attending afternoon and evening sessions.
For them, an informal morning session was
instituted. From that original six, the class
finally grew in size to where students were
sitting, not only on every chair that could be
squeezed into the room, but also on the floor
and bed. The morning group evolved into a
larger one which also had to be held in a
public meeting room in order to take care of
those who had been through closed classes,
or who, through diligent study, were at a
place where they were ready to go beyond
what was given in the closed classes.
Beginning in 1953 classes such as these were
held for several years and were called
Practitioners' Classes.
These classes were discontinued after a time
because Joel discovered that nearly
everybody thought himself to be ready for
the advanced classes even though he had
never attended one of the closed classes or
studied any of the writings and, therefore,
was offended if he were not admitted to the
more advanced work.
When Joel first spoke in a city, the class was
often small with sometimes as few as forty or
fifty, but each time he returned, the
enrollment increased until in his last class in
Chicago at the Hilton Hotel in 1964 there
were over 500 students. Not more than 250
had been expected, so the management
graciously made the Grand Bal1room
available for this work. His realization of the
one Consciousness and of God as individual
consciousness made him not only one with
God but one with every person. That
awareness drew unto him his own, those of
his own household who could be a blessing
to him and to whom he could be a blessing. It

drew together out of all the world those
prepared for his work.
When that work began it was with those
small groups in his home where he gave the
lessons on the Bible, meetings which later
were transferred to his office. The students
were people whom he knew, therefore it was
natural to be informal and to say, ''Good
morning," ''Good afternoon," or ''Good
evening," and for his listeners to respond.
Joel felt that this greeting established a bond
between them and created an atmosphere of
oneness in which he was not a lecturer but a
friend with whom they were meeting for a
common purpose.
Although the audiences increased in size, his
informal style of speaking remained
unchanged. It was his custom to sit at a table
and speak as if he were talking to one
person, as indeed he was: to the one. With
larger audiences, he remained the same
person who liked to talk to his friends and
felt at home in talking to them, and he soon
learned that the students also liked this
method of carrying on the work.
There was no affectation when he spoke,
none of the oratorical style, no gesticulating,
none of that self-centeredness that
characterizes so many speakers, who appear
to be watching for the effect of every word
they say, trying to determine what the
audience reaction will be. Joel had a
message, and he knew that he was but the
mouth piece through which that message was
coming, so he spoke straight out, loud and
clear with no embellishments.
He spoke very forcefully with such
confidence and assurance that many persons
commented on the authority they felt in his

voice, and because of the sixteen years
which had been devoted to the practice of the
principles that had been revealed to him, he
spoke with conviction. Even with all the
demands made on him for teaching, he
continued to maintain an active healing
practice. He firmly believed that no one had
the right to teach who knew only some
words. Those words had to be proved by
works.
l will repeat to you what I have said to the
classes since the beginning nine years ago: A
person who turns aside from the healing
work will not long be equipped to teach. He
will not have anything to teach. I will never
turn away from the healing work, no matter
how big it gets.
For him, teaching was a sacred trust. To him,
there was only one Teacher, the divine
Consciousness, to which he opened himself
and which was functioning through him.
Joel never prepared a talk. Every talk came
through spontaneously as it was given him.
At the same time he was teaching, he himself
was being taught from within, and he shared
the lesson with those who were there to hear.
This made a class or a lecture a total spiritual
experience because he never spoke out of
yesterday’s manna, out of what he already
knew, unless it was coming through with
renewed understanding and vigor.
For Joel, giving a lecture or class was always
the most difficult of experiences. He dreaded
it and never gave one from choice, but only
under divine impulsion. There was always
that uncertainty, that question: Would it really
come through? He said to me once, ''I say to
the Father, 'Couldn't You tell me just a little
bit ahead of time, just a minute before, that

it's going to be all right.' But the Father never
does, and so I just have to wait and wonder."
While there was no prepared or written
lecture or class, an unbelievable amount of
preparation preceded a class. Every class
meant an emptying out, a dropping of what
he had known before, and a turning within in
the silence, waiting for an impartation.
Occasionally a phrase or a sentence or even
a few paragraphs would be given him which
he could jot down to use as the basis for a
talk, but this was an infrequent experience.
Most of the time he mounted the platform
with no human knowledge of what the lesson
was to be, but with a conviction and
realization of the Presence which had come
to him in the long night hours. This Presence
was always with him, although at such times
It seemed to be more pronounced.
Joel realized only too well that the message
he gave out was not his but God's, and that
only the Grace of God could bring it through.
He knew that he did not have to worry about
how it was given to the world and that
whatever it was that was pushing it forth into
his consciousness was carrying it forward.
This released him from personal
responsibility although he was aware of the
importance of always maintaining his
integrity and being a clear transparency.
Nevertheless, there was enough of the human
still left in him so that he had those moments
of questioning, because before every class he
had reached that point of nothingness in
which he was suspended with no thoughts,
no feelings, no reactions-just a blank. But it
was into that blankness the truth always
poured.
Perhaps this can best be exemplified by the
account of his experience in a class in

Chicago in 1956:
There was a night in Chicago when I was so
empty that . . . I begged those who were
close to me to go down and make an excuse
so that I would not have to go on the
platform. . . . Nothing would come through. I
was told to go down and just meditate, and if
nothing came through I would be excused.5
On the platform, all of a sudden the Voice
inside of me said, ''Fifth Chapter of Matthew,
bottom of the page." I turned around and
said, ''No, it's no use. I know what is there,
and I don't understand it."
And the Voice came right back again, ''Fifth
Chapter of Matthew, bottom of the page."
''Well, all right, if You insist,'' I said under my
breath. So I opened my little Bible and there
I found, ''An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth: But I say unto you that ye resist not
evil."
In that blinding flash, I caught the whole
secret of the Sermon on the Mount,
something I had never known in my life,
something you have never heard me teach,
never heard me expound, never heard me
answer a question on because I never knew
it, and I never answer questions on anything
that I do not know by revelation. That night
out of that barrenness, out of that emptiness,
the Voice poured the message that I had
really longed for, for twenty-five years: the
secret of the Sermon on the Mount.7
At his initiation Joel had been told, My
consciousness is your consciousness, and My
consciousness is doing the work as you.
Never seek a student, but never refuse a
student who is sent to you for he is being

sent to you." So never did Joel advertise for
or in any way solicit students, although
usually announcements were sent out to
those who had asked for information, stating
the time and place that Joel Goldsmith would
give a lecture or closed class. This is the
basis on which he operated throughout all his
years.
Whenever Joel went on the platform, he not
only went in a state of emptiness, but also
with a peculiar attitude steward those to
whelm he was about to speak. He was not
looking at persons: not looking at male or
female, young or old, rich or poor, with titles
or without. He was not looking at the clothes
they were wearing or trying to find out the
amount of their education or the contents of
their pocketbooks. What he was seeing was
their true identity, that God constituted their
being and that God was the life of every
person there. He sat with no judgment, no
criticism, no condemnation, no praise, no
flattery. And that is what his listeners felt.
Without any knowledge of the art and
techniques of teaching, Joel seemed
instinctively to select the right method and to
utilize various educational devices to make
his subject clear. He never presented a
principle without implementing it with
various examples, and he applied it in such a
way that everyone listening could relate it to
himself and to his own experience. Speaking
to people of many backgrounds and cultures,
he found analogies and timely, vivid, and
meaningful illustrations which they could all
understand.
Many professional educators are unable to
bring out their messages as clearly as this
man, with no formal education in speech or
methods of teaching, was able to do. He

moved from simple ideas to more complex
ones without effort and without losing his
listeners on the way. A class progressed
steadily from fundamentals with which most
students were familiar to new ideas and
concepts that were startling to those who had
heard him many times. Even to a casual
observer at a lecture, there was a sense of
masterful composition in each talk, a
gathering together of all pertinent ideas, new
and old, into one united whole. Every class
reached a grand climax where everyone felt
himself lifted to a new level of
consciousness.

Many teachers of metaphysics and the
spiritual way regard their function as that of
imparting a knowledge of truth and they,
therefore, approach the work from a purely
intellectual or mental basis. Not so Joel. Far
from giving students a body of knowledge on
which they could rely, his aim was to take
from the student every crutch on which he
had ever leaned, every reliance or faith he
had ever had in anything, including his
unthinking, handed-down concepts of God.
He recognized the dangers and pitfalls of
blind faith, especially the false confidence
that comes with some measure of success in
this kind of work, which could easily lead to
a student's believing he knew what it was all
about and how healing work is
accomplished.
From my background of thirty years, I will
tell you this: I still do not know what it is all
about or how it is done. I still do not know
how God functions or why the spiritual
activity is what it is. I cannot grasp it. The
best I am able to do is to release myself and
let it grasp me. I do not have the faintest idea
of what it is or how it is that some of the

great miracles we are witnessing are
performed. I only know that in proportion as
I am able to release myself from faith in what
l think I know, in that degree, something
takes place and produces effects in this outer
world.8
The tools which he liked to call ''the letter of
truth,” he considered important in developing
the Fourth Dimensional Consciousness, but
after the student had entered into that new
Dimension, he could be but a witness to what
things that Fourth Dimensional
consciousness does.
No, Joel did not believe in believing. He did
not believe in having faith, not even having
faith in the God a person had not
experienced, cued certainly not for anyone to
have faith in him. The principles he set forth
were the direct result of inner revelation and
unfoldment which he had proved to be true in
his years of healing work, but which he did
not regard as sufficient reason for anyone
else's acceptance of them. In The Infinite
Way nobody is an authority; nobody has to
be accepted, believed, or followed.
Just as in his days as a salesman he never
sought to force anything on a customer, so in
this new life of the Spirit he made no attempt
to impress people, draw them to him, or
cajole them with empty promises into
following him. He wanted no following. He
sought only to release into human
consciousness the principles he had proven
in actual practice, and those who were
hungering for spiritual love found him ready
and willing to share the spiritual wisdom his
inner struggles had garnered.
Thousands of persons attended Joel
Goldsmith's classes at different times, but

only a few had the privilege of working
directly with him in a true guru-disciple
relationship. With these he spared no effort,
but always stood ready to extend a helping
hand as they walked that long, hard road that
leads to spiritual attainment and Selfcompleteness, never encouraging students to
lean on him but always turning them to a
reliance on their own consciousness.
Students brought Joel both joy and sorrow,
because in accepting the role of a teacher, he
took upon himself the burden of their
development. He rejoiced in a student's
progress, and when one assumed
responsibility for taking over some of the
load of work he carried, his enthusiasm and
support knew no bounds, as is evidenced in
the letter he wrote to me when I first began
giving lectures on The Infinite Way.
London, England
June 29, 1960
And now that the die is cast, I am sure that
you are going to have the most wonderful
experience since your rebirth. Just imagine
that you are not only going to have the
moments of terror before these meetings
begin, but then you are going to have the joy
of doing a dance right out on the street after
each one of them is over. In other words,
after the baby is born the mother's body feels
so light, she feels like dancing - or at least,
this one does!
While he was willing to go to any lengths to
lend encouragement and help to a sincere
student, he had no patience with pretense of
any kind, especially with a student who
claimed to have reached a state of
consciousness he was far from having
attained:

London, England, May 10, 1956
Dear Lorraine: Thank you for letter and
enclosure. Am glad you received the B letter.
Now I can share my misery.
1 received a letter from A. A. telling me she
is now a lecturer and teacher of The Infinite
Way, going to travel far and wide carrying
the deep message; sure that I will approve as
I must have foreseen the event as I know
how ready she is; that she is losing her home
and family because of it - but any sacrifice
for The Infinite Way is a trifle - etc. etc. etc.
My answer might have burned up the plane
that carried it - must inquire!
So welcome, sister fellow sufferer! You don't
have to be crazy to be a metaphysician - but
it helps!
Love to all, Joel
While Joel rejoiced when students carried his
message out into the world, he recognized
that with some of them it was either an
inflated ego, a desire for personal profit, or a
zeal with no genuine understanding. Since
the message was such a complete departure
from current teachings, even though much of
the same terminology was used, it was
difficult for students to empty out their old
concepts. So there were few, fewer than few,
who mounted the platform who had The
Infinite Way in its essence and pure form.
With most it was superimposed on their
previous teaching, and what emerged from
the union was a hodgepodge of half-truths.
They clung to their old teaching, not really
able to see the difference. That is the reason
Joel felt that no one could grasp the
significance of this message in a period of
less than ten years.
Entering upon the work of spiritual

development, he recognized that every
student has problems of one kind or another.
So a student might become fearful while
going through an experience of lack or
limitation, and be ashamed of his failure to
show forth the fruits of the Spirit. Those who
prospered too greatly to begin with might
and that prosperity fostering their ego, and
begin not only to enjoy it, but to believe that
they themselves were responsible for it.
Sometimes loneliness entered in, and Sex
attraction, too, might be a factor.

himself in that transitional state where he is
cut off from society. Doubt then creeps in,
and he wonders if he is losing everything he
holds dear, because he does not understand
that eventually he is going to find enduring
companionship with those who are his own.
As long as he is completely involved in timeconsuming social activities, he is not free to
enjoy the companionship of those who are to
become a part of his experience, or to travel
as may sometimes be necessary to be in their
company.

Each one has to work out of those problems
before he comes into the fullness of a
consciousness of one Presence and one
Power. Those who have gone to the greatest
heights are the ones who have worked
through the most severe problems. Perhaps
the reason is that such problems free the
student from resting contentedly and smugly
in material good, which would sound the
death knell to spiritual progress. Joel
considered it the duty of the teacher to lift the
student out of such temptations.

So the student, in the stage of witnessing
friends, relatives, and the world fall away,
sometimes becomes fearful and reaches out
to anyone or anything that promises to
assuage his loneliness because he cannot
face being alone. But unless a student can
weather that desert of aloneness, he cannot
enter into the fullness of the spiritual life.

The realization of truth in some students who
have not been sufficiently purged of personal
sense results in a glorification of the ego.
When the teacher begins to reveal the nature
of God as I, an insufficiently prepared
student can easily misunderstand the way in
which that word is used. He may believe that
the teaching of I refers to his human
selfhood, instead of understanding that the
more he lives in the realization that I is God,
the more he becomes aware of the
nothingness of that personal sense of self that
is always justifying, protecting, or glorifying
itself.
The spiritual life begins to change the nature
of the student who, because of that, may find

The few students who worked closely with
Joel very often thought he was severe and
hard on them - and he was on some. One
time in Halekou I said to him, ''Joel,
sometimes I tremble inwardly when I am
around you."
''Why I've never been hard on you.”
''No, but I guess it's because you drive me to
be hard on myself.'' And that was it. His own
inner drive which permitted no compromise
communicated itself to the students.
If they are students, be assured that I am
standing over them with a whip to see that
they are using that monthly Letter, that they
are studying these writings, that they are
practicing their meditation.
When students come to me and say, ''I want

to be your student. I want you to teach me
they are in for it. They are in for a hard time
because they are either going to live up to
this principle and work and put themselves
into it or they are going to take themselves
out of my life because I have no time for time
wasting. I am working too many hours of the
day myself, too many days of the week, to
put up with .those who think they are going
to get into the kingdom of heaven on greased
lightning. I know neither day nor night,
Saturday nor Sunday.
I will work with students, but be assured that
they will have to work with me, too.9
As a teacher, Joel prodded a student until
that student began to have sufficient periods
of inner communion; he nagged him if
necessary until he could see by the student's
outer life that he had in some measure
attained. He demanded the same absolute
honesty from the student that he himself gave
because he knew that if a teacher lied to a
student, he would lose his capacity to impart
truth, but on the other hand if a student lied
to a teacher, the student would lose his
contact.
In the unpublished material which he gave
me, I found the following undated paper:
The first lesson is secrecy. Why? The world
must itself note that you are of God. It will
not believe if you say you are. Indeed if you
have to say it, it isn't so. Therefore, to attain
God, first, keep secret your work, study, and
effort. Do not speak of God or truth or
religion unless asked, and then say very little.
Keep holding back. Let the seeking come
from the individual, and you speak sparingly
when spoken to.

In silence make your contact with God. In
silence maintain it. Since the personal ''I'' is
the devil, use the word sparingly. Resist the
temptation to think or speak of “I,” ''me,'' or
''mine.'' Use the word God and See how it
changes your life. A prophet teaches, ''Learn
to die while living."
Second lesson: truthfulness. To utter a
falsehood sets up a sense of separation from
Truth, God. There are no excuses for lying,
no reasons for lying in the spiritual life.
Where there is no lie in the mind or on the
tongue, there is no false relationship to God
or man. Under no circumstances utter a lie,
and personal selfhood will be contained.
This is a rigid test of one's spiritual disciple
hood. It means one's progress toward
Christhood or spiritual identity only humans
can lie - never the Spirit. To lie is to place
yourself in bondage to humanhood. No one
does it to you. No one hinders your progress.
Utter no falsehoods. All relationships
become of the nature of the Father and son, a
spiritual brotherhood.
Continue in secrecy. Do not tell anyone that
you are truthful or that you do not lie. Let
him discover it in his dealings with you.
A real spiritual teacher is one who not only
imparts the letter of truth but keeps the
student with him long enough to raise him in
consciousness to where he can spiritually
understand truth, and that cannot be done in
a few days. While it is possible for a person
to go through a class and be illumined in a
one - or two-week class, that is only because
of the years of study and preparation that
have gone before. The illumination comes
when the student has been on the Path and
has arrived at the place of no longer being

concerned with the gifts, but with the Giver,
of stopping the search for miracles and
beginning to search for the one great
Miracle.
It saddened Joel's heart to see how freely and
glibly some students could talk about their
love and devotion to him and how few
backed up such protestations in a concrete
way by action and deed. There must be a
givingness on the part of both the teacher and
the student. Something must flow out from
the teacher to the student, but that givingness
must also flow back from the student to the
teacher. Without that, there is no spiritual
bond, and all the talking about love and
devotion will never rise above empty words.
Between a spiritual teacher and a student,
there has to be a feeling of warmth, trust,
confidence, joy, and friendship. These factors
must be operating in a very marked degree,
otherwise there is nothing left but cold
intellectuality, and under those circumstances
there cannot be a flow of the Spirit. Spiritual
teaching generates a great sense of love, but
a love of an entirely different nature from the
human kind. There is nothing sensual about
it, nothing of what the world interprets as
personal, and yet it is both personal and
individual. It is personal in that the student
and teacher both feel it, yet it is on such a
high level of love that it never comes down
to any sense of injustice, unfairness, or
anything of any nature that has no place in a
spiritual teaching.
The relationship with the student is not
impersonal. There is something very personal
about it, personal in the sense that with every
student who brings himself to my attention
his life becomes important to me, his spiritual
progress. I glory in every step of spiritual

unfoldment that the student experiences and
every bit of fruitage that comes into his life.
When students are struggling toward that
spiritual goal, it is my joy to work with them,
whether in person or by mail, and those who
have experienced that know that there is no
limit to the amount of letter writing that I can
do when the occasion warrants and when the
student is able to accept the instruction, even
if sometimes it comes in a very severe way.
All of that to me is personal.
In the same way, when students are going
through difficulties, that too becomes
personal to me, and I go far out of my way to
help them through those periods and to stand
by with them. It is just as personal with me
when they fall by the wayside, as some
inevitably do. I am sure there was nothing
impersonal in the relationship between Jesus
Christ and his disciples and apostles. His
teaching and his relationship with them were
both close and personal.
The spiritual teachers whom I have met
around the world feel a deep love for their
students, rejoicing in those who prosper
spiritually, and a deep regret for those who
do not seem to have the capacity to grasp
the meaning of a spiritual way of life. That
has always been the way it has been with me.
In fact, I am aware that it is often said of me
that I have pets, that I have favorites, and
you may be assured of this, I have. But the
pets are always those who are devoting their
lives to this message. With them, I will share
and give anything. There is no limit.
Every time I see students anywhere trying to
break through that personal sense of self,
struggling with sincerity, it is my joy to work
harder with them, not so much making pets

of them as giving them the additional time or
effort that may be required at some particular
point of their unfoldment.
Spiritual teaching to me is personal. It has to
do with an individual who today is a teacher
working with one who today is a student,
meeting on the level of the Spirit, the Soul,
thereby forming a bond greater than any
human relationship that has ever been
known. It is closer than any relationship that
exists between man and wife or parent and
child. It is a deeper relationship because it
has in it none of the personal sense of
selfishness that all too often comes into those
relationships of man and wife or parent and
child.
There is no sense of self in it, and the reason
is that neither the teacher nor the student can
gain anything of a temporal nature from that
contact for spiritual unfoldment. Only the
Spirit and the fruits of the Spirit are received,
and it isn't something that is received so
much as something that the student in turn
gives or imparts to others.
This relationship is beautiful because neither
teacher nor student can personally benefit
from it. It requires a greater sacrifice than
any other relationship because of the greater
demands that are made upon them through
the very activity of the Christ functioning in
their consciousness.10
There was an even deeper kind of teaching
that Joel did with a few students, and I had
the privilege of having that experience with
him. It was a teaching without words, done
completely in the silence as we sat in deep
contemplation. But without a word being
spoken, there was an impartation from him to
me and with it enlightenment. Joel described

such teaching in these words:
Every once in a while I find a student able to
receive such teaching, and we have long
periods of complete silence in which no word
is spoken, and none thought, and yet the
message is conveyed. That is an absolute
teaching because no personal sense enters
into it, either in imparting or receiving.
It is accomplished completely on the spiritual
plane.
When you come to the Absolute, you are in
the divine Consciousness, and the human
sense of truth has dropped away.
Truth Itself imparts Itself through the teacherconsciousness, and where the student is
receptive, that teaching is received- not in the
mind-but in the soul. The only way you have
of knowing that he has received it is that the
light is shining in his face and the fruits of the
Spirit are appearing in his experience.11
This is the ultimate in spiritual teaching, and
in doing this Joel proved himself the true
mystic and the great teacher.

10.
The Alchemy of the New
Element
No one was more aware of the inequities and
inequalities existing in the world than was
Joel Goldsmith. Living in the midst of a
teeming city, he saw at firsthand one of the
early strikes of the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union in which men and
women were beaten up, seriously injured,
and even killed in the name of business. He
never forgot that when the steel workers in
Pennsylvania struck for a wage of $1.50 an

hour, the militia was called out to shoot them
down. Events such as these left an indelible
impression on him.
Then, too, his traveling career enabled him to
see the evils existing in other countries, the
sharp tensions between nations and the
delicate balance that maintained an uneasy
peace in the early 1900’s which could so
easily be upset.
These early impressions led him to wonder
where God was in all this and to seek for an
explanation. But it did more than that. Joel
was never one to sit passively by, letting the
fruit of inaction have full sway. He was a
man of action, action based on very definite
ideas of what was right in any given situation
in terms of his frame of reference.
Thus it was that in World War I he enlisted in
the Marines to fight for what he believed was
freedom and democracy. Even before the war
was over, however, his disillusionment had
begun. He saw the tremendous waste, the
inefficiency, and the downright dishonesty of
some government officials. It came very
close to home because that inefficiency,
waste, and dishonesty resulted in a grossly
inadequate diet for the men at the Marine
base where he was stationed in 1917. This so
incensed Joel that he slipped away one week
and went up to Washington where in the
middle of the night he gained the ear of a
high official in the Masonic order who was
able to bring the situation to the attention of
key congressmen who eventually had it
corrected.
Joel was an unrelenting adversary of the
Roosevelt administration. When the bill to
increase the size of the Supreme Court came
before Congress, which in the eyes of its

opponents meant ''packing'' the Court, his
response was immediate action. Only this
time it was a different kind of action. The
night before the bill was to come up for a
vote, the Voice that was always there to
impart Itself to him told him not to go to bed
but to stay up and pray.
Throughout the hours of the night he
meditated, read, meditated, and read, not
praying for the defeat of the bill, but
spending hours waiting for something to
come through, and at four o'clock in the
morning the answer came that the work had
been done and he could go to bed. The
following morning, newspapers came out
with headlines that if the bill passed it would
mean the end of freedom in the United
States. The bill did not pass, and years later
the editor of a chain of newspapers told how
he had been awakened at four o'clock on that
particular morning by a voice in his ear,
saying that the bill must be stopped. He sent
out word to all his newspapers to enlist
public opinion against the bill, with the result
that the nation was so aroused that the bill
was defeated.
For a man who was a mystic, he was that
strange anomaly of a man of action, too.
Many people in the world sit passively by
and grumble and growl. Not so Joel. When
he saw something that needed to be
corrected, he was right in there pitching.
While in England in 1956 his good friend in
Germany was in some financial difficulty,
and Joel, unaware that it was not permissible
to send currency out of England and thinking
only of helping someone in an emergency,
sent an American bill to Germany with a
letter, saying, ''Here’s some temporary help."
The postal authorities in England opened the
letter, and an official of the British

government wrote Joel that he had violated
the law, that his money had been confiscated,
and if he had any answer to send it to the
post office department. His answer said in
part, ''If you have opened the letter and found
the money, then you have also had the
opportunity to read the letter, and you will
see that I was answering a call from
somebody in distress, what you might call, if
you like, an act of mercy.
''Your government is founded on the Bible,
on the teachings of Jesus Christ, more
especially on love, mercy, and helpfulness,
doing unto others as you would have others
do unto you. I cannot imagine that the
Parliament of England would really pass a
law nullifying a law of Jesus Christ.
The postal authorities returned the money to
him. Joel's faculty of persistence in the
pursuit of what he considered justice had
won out. How many people would only have
grumbled! But with Joel it was always a
matter of action.
Naturally a person who believed as firmly in
and taught as zealously as did Joel the
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of
man would never make any distinction
between races, nationalities, or creeds. For
example, some of the members of a Hebrew
synagogue in California had witnessed
healing and regeneration in the life of one of
their congregation, so they invited Joel to
address one of their meetings.
When the chairman introduced Joel to the
group, she explained that she had been told
that there was something missing in the
teaching in this particular synagogue and she
understood that Mr. Goldsmith could explain
to them what it was.

Joel stood up and graciously thanked the
chairman for the introduction and then began,
''Yes, I would be very glad to tell you the one
thing that is missing. It is the Christ. Can you
imagine the look on their faces when he said
that?
Then he went on, ''Oh, don't let that startle
you. The Christ is missing from your
teaching, but don't feel bad and don't think
that you are alone in that. It is also missing
from the Christian teaching. They do not
have the Christ either. You, as Hebrews, do
not yet believe that the Christ has come, and
you are waiting for the coming of the Christ
or the Messiah. But our Christian friends
believe the Christ was here for thirty-three
years and disappeared, and they are waiting
for him to come back. So they are as much
without him as you are. Metaphysics forms a
bridge between the Christian and Jewish
teachings and explains that both are wrong
because the Christ is here and now. The
Christ is the activity of God or the Spirit of
God in your consciousness once you have
recognized It, once you leave realized what
Jesus Christ meant when he said, 'Before
Abraham was, I am.' ''
Joel went on talking along this line for about
two and a half hours, telling them about the
Christ. When he had finished, one man in the
congregation arose and said, ''The million
dollars that a great philanthropic foundation
has just contributed to the Conference of
Christians and Jews should have been given
to you because, as wonderful a work as the
Conference is doing, when its members go
home from one of its meetings, the Catholics
will still be Catholics, the Protestants will
still be Protestants, and the Jews will still be
Jews. But when we go home tonight, we will

go home as the children of God."
Joel's attitude was always one of universality.
It made little difference to him whether a
person was a Jew or a Gentile, whether he
worshiped in a mosque, a temple, a
synagogue, a church, or a metaphysical
center. He recognized that in any one or all
of those places it is possible to know God's
presence and to receive God's Grace. If the
Spirit of the Christ is upon him, what
difference does it make whether a person
belongs to an organization or not?
This mystic who believed that God was
expressing as individual being, thereby
making inevitable the dignity of man, was a
rugged individualist. He was convinced that
every man had the capacity to surmount
obstacles created by his environment and
heredity because when he realized his true
being, he could rise above the outer
circumstances of his life. He often pointed
out the number of men who today are
occupying positions of respect, honor, and
authority who had come from the Lower East
Side, the Bowery, the poorest, ugliest part of
New York City, and in spite of that had
become successful. His philosophy was that
it is not the circumstances that dominate
man, but that man has the capacity to
dominate circumstances.
To Joel, the dignity of man applied to every
person irrespective of race, and he had
definite ideas of how the racial problem
which had reached a boiling point in the
sixties could be resolved:
To those whites who are abusing the Africans
in Africa and to those Africans who are
retaliating, if they are students of The Infinite
Way, we are saying, ''Do not take up the

sword, but work out this matter by peaceful
means.''
Certainly I do not believe that there should
be another Civil War in the United States,
because it would be no more of a success
than the first Civil War. And to send our
armed forces into any part of the United
States to take up weapons against other
Americans, whether whites or blacks, is
absolutely against every Christly principle
that was revealed two thousand years ago
through Jesus.
Therefore I must say to the Negroes of the
United States that certainly you know that
we are all born equal and that there must be
equality: equal justice, equal opportunities
for education, equal opportunities for
business expansion, employment, selfemployment, equal opportunities to occupy
any piece of property under the American
flag. All of this must be. None of this must be
done by arms, but by peaceful settlement.
The Negroes are not the only minorities that
we have had in this country. In Hawai'i for
many decades, the Orientals have been the
minority, and they have been just as badly
treated here as the Negro on the mainland,
and today they have won equality to the
extent that they comprise more than 60% of
our State Legislature. Out of two Senators
and two Representatives in Congress in
Washington, three are Orientals and only one
Caucasian. Our City Council is more than
three-quarters Oriental; our schools are
staffed at the very least by 50% Orientals, or
more, and yet not once did they call upon the
United States Government to bring any of
this about by force of arms. They won their
way to this by education, culture, integrity,
fidelity.

wife even loses her name.
All across the mainland U. S. A., the Hebrew
has been a minority, and in many places a
mistreated minority, a minority not permitted
in certain hotels and still not permitted in
some clubs, and in many cases barred from
living in certain neighborhoods. In New
England this was once true of the Roman
Catholics.
In no case were equality and justice enforced
by arms, but in every case by education,
culture, responsibility, and integrity.1
Joel had very definite ideas about equality in
marriage. On November 18, 1959, two
Infinite Way students, Ann Darling and Alec
Kuys, were married at the Unity Center in
New York by Rev. Sig Paulsen, and after the
brief ceremony. Joel gave an informal talk,
setting forth his ideas on the marriage
relationship:
This is the first time in my experience that I
have been asked to talk on the subject of
marriage. I've lived it, but this is the first time
I've had an opportunity to talk about it.
In this marriage, we have one of the first
experiences of students of The Infinite Way
uniting in marriage and having the
opportunity of showing, first of all to us and
then to their world, what a human marriage
can be when entered into through spiritual
realization, through a spiritual relationship.
Human marriage itself, as we know it today,
is not too successful, but it would be
unnatural for it to be successful, as marriage
is known today; because it is said that in
marriage two become one, and that has been
interpreted to mean that one or the other
loses his identity and individuality, and the

Two becoming one does not mean the
separation or the loss of individual identity or
individuality, for this is an utter impossibility.
An individual remains an individual, not only
from birth to death, but actually long before
birth until long, long, after death. We never
lose our individuality; we never lose our
uniqueness. It is an impossibility for an
individual to give up, to surrender, or to lose
that which constitutes his being, and human
marriage tries either to make the man or the
woman submit himself or herself and
surrender that which is most precious in the
sight of God: one's individual expression of
God being. Each of us is individual, and each
of us has individual qualities, each of us has
individual talents and gifts, and these are not
to be surrendered in marriage. . . .
Therefore in a spiritual marriage there is not
bondage but freedom, but this is not true in
human marriage. It is true in spiritual
marriage, where both recognize that in
marrying they are setting each other free.
This is the only thing I have discovered in
thirty years of this work that will make
possible such things as happy marriages,
peaceful marriages, successful marriages: the
ability to set the other free and each live his
own individual life, and yet share with each
other without demanding.
In human marriage a husband has certain
rights and a wife has certain rights, but in a
spiritual marriage this is not true. Neither
husband nor wife has any rights: they have
only the privilege of loving; they have only
the privilege of sharing. They have the
privilege of giving, but they have no right to
demand anything of the other. We do not
leave human experience while we hold

someone in bondage to our rights.
In marriage in the human world, a husband
undertakes the support of a wife. Spiritually
a wife never expects this, because it would
be giving up her God-given heritage of
maintaining in consciousness her union with
God, in which she finds her supply. When
she does, the husband is free to share,
without the bondage of being under the
impression that he is legally compelled to do
something. None of us likes to do anything
under compulsion, whether legal compulsion
or moral compulsion, but we all enjoy the
freedom of giving. This is natural. No wife
feels honored in being called upon to fulfill a
duty or obligation, but every woman must
feel, as every man does, the great joy of
giving and sharing spontaneously, when it is
permitted to be free will, an offering of the
heart, not of the law Court.
The return of the Prodigal to the Father's
house is the mystical marriage. When an
individual under the sense of separation from
God becomes reunited in Spirit and finds in
the mystical relationship conscious union
with God, this is termed the mystical
marriage. In other words, man separated
from his Source is never complete.
On the other hand, when an individual finds
his conscious oneness with God, he finds his
oneness with all spiritual being and idea, and
this includes every relationship in heaven and
on earth. Therefore, marriage on the human
plane is really the consummation of the
mystical marriage, our conscious union with
God. Without conscious union with God, no
human marriage can endure, because it is not
true that in union there is strength, except
that in union with God there is strength.
When we then, individually, man and

woman, make our conscious contact with
God, we have made our conscious union
with our husband or wife, with our children,
with our neighbors, with our nation, and with
the nations of the world. There is no such
thing as strength in union unless the
relationship first is union with God. Then we
are strengthened in our union with each other
on every level of human society.
Let no one believe that a marriage is a
permanent institution which has not first been
experienced by both the husband and wife in
their conscious union with God. Then this
makes a union between them that is
impossible to break. Sometimes it is said in
the marriage ceremony that what God has
joined together, let no man put asunder. It is
impossible. What God has joined together,
no man can put asunder. It is an
indestructible relationship, that which God
has cemented, that which God has united; but
there is no unitedness, there is no union
except in conscious union with God.
If I may say this to you from personal
experience, discords have no way of entering
the home or the marriage of the couple who
unite in meditation frequently. If this life of
the spiritual world, of spiritual activity, has
taught me anything, it is this: where we unite
in meditation, a love develops. There is the
love between the teacher and the student,
which is indestructible. There is the love
between students which is indestructible.
There is the love between man and wife
which is closer than any relationship
imaginable. There is the relationship between
parents and children which is something not
understood in this world, because it is not of
this world.
A marriage, then, which is not to be a

marriage of this world but is to be a marriage
of My kingdom, the spiritual kingdom, a
marriage that is not to have the peace that the
world can give but is to have My peace, must
be a marriage that is not only united in Spirit,
but one in which the union is maintained by
constant meditation, in which we unite with
God and with each other.
This is the secret of meditation. In meditation
we unite with God, and in uniting with God,
we find ourselves united with all mankind
receptive and responsive to the spiritual urge.
More so is this true in marriage. In uniting
with God, especially where man and wife
together unite with God, they find a union or
unitedness between themselves which is
indestructible, because it is much more than a
personal relationship. It rises above even the
good of human relationships. It dissolves all
that is evil in human relationships. It
dissolves all that is sensual, all that is
jealous, all that is malicious, all that is
demanding, and it becomes the free will gift
of God to us, and the free will gift of God to
each other.
There is no such thing as a question that can
come into a home that cannot be solved by
united meditation when each enters it, not for
the purpose of gaining his will, wish, or
desire, but rather of surrendering his will,
wish, or desire, so that the will of God may
be made evident. This is the secret, and there
is no other. Human relationships on every
level of life can be harmoniously maintained
only, however, in the surrender of our will to
God, not in the surrender of our individuality
to each other.
Let us always honor and respect the
individuality of the other. Let us remember
that no two people have grown from

childhood to maturity without developing
individual traits of character, of habit, of
living, and let us never believe they can
surrender these just because they have
entered into marriage. Therefore, even
sometimes when the ways, the modes, the
means of our partner are not completely that
of ourselves, let us forget that. In giving them
their freedom to be themselves, and as long
as they ''be themselves'' in union with God,
marriage is an indestructible relationship on
earth as it is in heaven.
Along with that sense of the dignity of
individual being, there was an innate
contempt for unthinking mass action. Joel
maintained that no group of individuals could
create anything. It always takes a single
individual. True, two or more individuals
working together, each recognizing his Godgiven individual capacity, could draw on their
infinite individual resources, and thereby
would be able to succeed in a creative
enterprise.
Having been brought up in New York City in
the days of open immigration when anyone
with five dollars in his pocket could come
into the United States, he observed that these
immigrants and their children were often the
best students in school. After being deprived
of their right to develop their individual
capacities in the country from which they
came, now that they lived in a free country
and could attend free schools, they were
intent upon bettering their lot and improving
themselves. That the United States made it
possible for an individual to develop his full
potentiality may have been one of the
reasons Joel had such an abiding love for his
country.
He became angry and upset when he talked

about war. One of the things that he never
found possible to understand was the sending
of young boys out onto the battlefields to be
killed, Nevertheless, in spite of that he
maintained that it was the duty of citizens to
answer the call to military service, thereby
rendering unto Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s. To refuse to fulfill that obligations
was to place the responsibility upon other
persons. It was his contention that if the men
who made the wars had to go out to fight
them, there would be no wars.
Nobody goes to war except to preserve what
he believes is his human life or his human
supply. The horror of it is that there are
always persons willing to send their children
out to be killed as long as they can stay home
and be saved. The children must go out and
be wounded, killed, or demented so that their
elders can stay home and have abundance
and preserve their lives.
In World War II he was called upon by many
of his patients and students who had sons
and daughters in the service and asked if he
would pray for the protection of their young
people who were rendering military service
to their country. This he agreed to do, but
only on the condition that the young people
themselves really wanted the help and were
willing to cooperate with him. He knew that
they would have to be willing to pay a price
for safety and security.
There were about twenty young men who did
agree to cooperate with him and among those
twenty odd there were no fatalities: no one
wounded, no one taken prisoner, and not one
hospitalized for any reason. All came back
completely whole. Joel wrote to each one of
them every week, but the responsibility they
were required to assume was to write to him

every week no matter where they were, no
matter what the circumstances or conditions.
Somehow or other they had to find a way to
get at least a postal card into the mail to him.
Sending the card, however, was the smallest
part of their responsibility. The most
important demand that he made of them was
that when they awakened in the morning they
would pray just for the enemy and not for
themselves, not for their allies, and not for
their families back home. They would give
the first fruits to God by praying for the
enemy. After that he did not care for whom
or for what they prayed the rest of the day,
but they must follow the command of Jesus
Christ to pray for their enemies.
Joel had watched the principles of The
Infinite Way renewing, restoring, healing,
and supplying those who turned to someone
who had received enlightenment and who
knew these principles. Very early in his
career he began to search for the impersonal
Christ and impersonal Christ-healing which
would be universally available. He felt that
the problems of people all over the world war, corruption in government, inequality of
opportunity, prejudice against minorities,
breakdown in family life because of unhappy
relationships, catastrophes, and the myriad
troubles which seem prevalent everywhere should be healed through the realization of
the impersonal and omnipresent activity of
the Christ.
In the early days of The Infinite Way further
enlightenment on this subject came to Joel
when he was living in Santa Monica. A
patient telephoned him and said she had been
called to Boston on some business. This
occurred during World War II, and because
this was a hurry-up trip she had no time to

make reservations across the country, but
time only to buy a ticket and be on her way.
She called to ask for spiritual support
because she wanted every bit of help that she
could get.
A couple of days later he received a telegram
which said, ''Left the hotel one hour before.''
At that time he did not know the significance
of that telegram, but later the newspapers
came out with the story of the La Salle Hotel
lire in Chicago in which many persons were
killed. That is where she had been staying,
but she had left an hour before the fire broke
out.
Some weeks later Joel picked up a copy of
Life Magazine while he was waiting to take
Nadea and her mother to dinner. In it were
pictures of the La Salle Hotel fire which
brought the incident of the telegram back to
him, and the question that was uppermost in
his mind was what would have happened if
there had been people in the world realizing
the omnipresence of the Christ, the Christ as
an ever-present activity everywhere available
impersonally and universally, and if they had
been realizing every day this actual
consciousness of the presence of the Christ.
What would have happened to those who
had been lifting their thought to the Christ
had they been involved in a tragedy such as
this? Would they not have found that Christ?
Why should it be an impossibility to be so
consciously aware of the activity of the
Christ and Its presence and power that anywhere or any time, day or night, anyone who
lifted his thought to the Christ should not find
It there as his protection and safety and
security?
It was an intriguing and fascinating thought
which he was contemplating very seriously

after Nadea, her mother and he got into the
car and drove into Hollywood for dinner. He
kept thinking about this and thinking that
even if a person were in an airplane that was
catapulting to the earth or in a submarine
grounded on the ocean floor, if he had the
realization of the Christ or if he reached out
for it, he would find It, and It would function
for him if there were those who were
realizing its omnipresence.
On the way back from dinner as they were
driving along, Nadea said to him, ''Look
what's ahead of you, but please remember
that it is the activity of the Christ." There
before their eyes was an airplane falling fast
with the black smoke pouring out of it. As a
matter of fact, it crashed at that very moment
and went right down through the roof of a
house. The plane and the house were
engulfed in flames.
Joel pulled the car up sharp in front of the
house, and not knowing anything of a
concrete or practical nature to do, he sat
there praying, remembering that all that
morning he had been living in this idea of the
presence of the Christ. Almost as soon as he
stopped his car the driver of the car in back
of him jammed on the brakes, jumped out,
threw himself on the lawn of the house, and
crawled into the house with his nose down to
the ground. A few moments later he came out
with the pilot of the airplane in his arms.
While testing an experimental plane, the lone
pilot apparently had fainted and was
unconscious at the controls as it crashed. He
was inside a burning plane inside a burning
house, but the man who crept along the
ground, keeping his nose to the ground in the
grass to avoid inhaling the smoke and flames,
understood the mechanism of airplane doors
and how to open them from the outside. He

was an ex-Marine who had been decorated
five times for doing exactly the same thing,
and this was the sixth time he had
successfully carried out this rescue
operation. The pilot, a very important and
well-known person, was taken to the
hospital, survived, and in the year 1973 is
still living.
There is no way of proving that Joel's
realization of the omnipresence of the Christ
was in any way connected with this incident.
To most persons, it would merely be a
coincidence, and perhaps it was. Nevertheless it made a powerful impression upon Joel
and added further substance to his idea of the
value of the realization of the universal
omnipresent nature of the Christ-activity,
available to all those who reach out to It.
Joel envisioned groups of people all around
the world who would dedicate themselves to
specific periods of the day for the realization
of the Christ in connection with world
problems. There was a strong urge within
him to introduce this idea on a wider scale to
more persons, and on several different
occasions he felt that he was ready to begin
this work. In fact, as early as 1950 Joel
wrote, asking me to become a part of such a
group to carry on daily work to realize the
activity of the Christ in world affairs. But it
was not until January, 1956, that he began
working with a small group of students in
Hawai'i along this line. Then in the classes in
March of that year in New York, some
twenty-five persons were invited to meet
with Joel while he presented this new phase
of the work to them.
He emphasized the principle of secrecy and
pointed out very clearly that there would
never be any personal glory attached to the

work because no one would know that it was
going on. Later Joel invited all those who
were interested in dedicating themselves to
world work to participate in it: Are you
willing to count yourself among those
dedicated and consecrated people who have
risen above self-seeking and who think in
terms of universality rather than personality?
Are you willing to give periods of meditation
every day to the dissolving of the material
sense which holds the world in bondage? The
Christ is hidden inside of you, but you must
release that Christ into the world. Be willing
to sit in the silence until you have a
conscious feeling that God is on the field.
Then the Christ is functioning.
After you have achieved the awareness of the
Christ, realize that this Christ is dissolving
the errors of this world-dissolving material
sense-and that that realization of the Christ is
opening human consciousness to a
receptivity to Truth. Just to make the
statement that human consciousness is being
opened to truth is a waste of time, but to
have realized the Christ and then to know
that this realization of the Christ is operating
in human consciousness to make it receptive
to Truth will be effective.
In this meditation you are not criticizing or
condemning anybody; you are not judging as
to whether material sense is operating in this
one or in that one: You are realizing that
wherever material sense raises its head, this
realized Christ is dispelling it. . . . Give three
periods out of every twenty-four hours to the
world. This is your contribution to world
freedom. Therefore, three times each day
open out a way for the Spirit of the Lord God
which is upon you to escape into the world.
Let your just meditation period be only for

the purpose of feeling a consciousness of
God's presence. When that has been
achieved, that is the end of that period of
meditation for the world. In your second
meditation dedicated to world freedom, again
achieve a consciousness of God's presence
and realize that this realization of the Christ
is dispelling material sense in human
consciousness. Begin your third meditation
once again with a realization of the Christ,
and then recognize that that realization of the
Christ is dispelling material sense and
opening human consciousness to a
receptivity to Truth.
This is your gift to the world-little enough to
give for the priceless gift you have received.3
The world is not an aggregation of many
human beings, each one living his own life
separate and apart from all the others. Each
one suffers in the degree that the world
suffers. It is not possible to be in this world,
even though we are not of it, and not know
of the sufferings of humanity. As Joel said,
''We are in the world, and even though we are
living in a sense of greater security and
greater peace than the world, nevertheless
we do owe a debt to the world. . . . and are
trying to contribute something to the
overcoming of these troubles."
This worldwide daily meditation activity was
Joel's response to the evils he saw in the
world and the one way in which he felt they
could be remedied. Through the realization
of the Christ, here one and there one would
be raised up who would come forth with a
solution to some problem troubling the
world. It would appear in a normal and
natural way, but the impetus for that activity,
for that new idea or new leader, would come
from this spiritual activity of the Christ that

was being released into the world by these
silent and unknown workers. Those who
were raised up to fulfill a purpose in world
affairs would undoubtedly never know the
source of the impulsion that activated them.
The issues before the world and disturbing
the world of today-dishonesty in politics and
business, ignorance in christianity, lack of
morals in human relationships-these cannot
be solved by the means currently used.
No amount of exposure, punishment, or
preaching will improve the thoughts or act: of
men and women; no moralizing, no
promising of reward, will sway the conduct
of the race. Only as the soul of man is
touched by spiritual Light will moral values
be released into expression. Only as spiritual
ideals take possession of the individual can
he be the outlet for the expression of ideas of
integrity. As inner illumination takes place,
outer peace and harmony are made manifest
in the thoughts and deeds of mankind.
Morality, integrity, and uprightness are not of
the body or mind, but these are qualities of
the Soul and appear as the thoughts, ideals,
and ideas of men and women. The soul is
touched by divine Light in two ways: through
preparation in the individual's consciousness
through centuries of development, and
through the touch of one already illumined.
As the illumined of every age touch the
darkened senses of man and awaken a spark,
these sparks in time fan into flames of Light,
and thus work is carried forward in human
consciousness until That Day, long
prophesied, when the Kingdom of Heaven
shall be established on earth. In this day,
peace, joy, and prosperity will be the natural
experience of everyone through all time.4

Joel was not optimistic about the immediate
future of the world with all its problems, but
his long-range view was optimistic. He knew
the world would have to go through some
difficult times as the evils that are now
rampant in the world were being broken up.
All of this is a prelude to that glorious day
when man shall no longer live by might or by
power, but by that gentle spirit of the Christ.
That Christ, which is the little pebble in the
hand of David slaying Goliath, the stone
carved out of the side of the mountain
without hands, when It is realized, will reveal
the powerlessness of temporal power and the
glory of the one Power of whose reign there
shall be no end.

called by many names: the Presence within
realized, the Messiah foretold of old, the
Christ of whose kingdom there shall be no
end. The name is not important. What It
really is, is an absolute realization and
conviction of one Power which knows no
opposites and no opposition. With Its
coming, the former things are passed away,"
and behold all things are new.
That this new Element can be introduced into
human consciousness is the vision of The
Infinite Way. How it can be done is the
larger, broader, wider aspect of this message
and its real purpose, which was never
primarily to make a few thousand persons
healthier, happier, or wealthier. The vision of
The Infinite Way is that, through the spiritual
dedication of those who embrace the deepest
principles of mystical teaching and reach the
heights of the mystical consciousness, human
consciousness may be emancipated from
itself, that the Presence hidden within may
come forth in Its splendor and glory
universally.

A new world can become a universal
experience only as the chains that bind men
are broken. And what are these chains that
hold the world in bondage? Is it some enemy
to freedom in the form of a ruthless
dictatorship, an ideology, economic disasters
war, or the scourge of disease? One
dictatorship after another has had its day;
ideologies have come and gone; depressions
have come in a kind of recurring cycle, only
to be followed by periods of great prosperity,
peace after war has been but an uneasy truce,
certain diseases have worked their havoc,
and then cures for them have been found,
sometimes making way for new and more
deadly diseases. Al1 these phases of human
bondage have been overcome many times
only to be replaced by new forms.

The work of The Infinite Way continued to
grow: the classes increased in size and
frequency; the mail became almost
burdensome to answer; and the demands for
healing grew to unwieldy proportions. The
movement in Consciousness was gaining
momentum.

And so it will continue until a new Element is
introduced into human consciousness which
will dissolve the lust for power, the greed,
and the fear which constitute human
consciousness. That new Element may be

Actually, Joel felt that there was no limit to
the number of calls to which he could
respond in any given day. The problem,
however, was that most of those calls came
through the mail, and everyone who wrote
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expected an immediate answer. This kept
him bogged down at his desk, endlessly
dictating mail, or when he was traveling,
endlessly, writing letters by hand. Rarely did
he leave his desk, either at home or on his
flights around the world. But he often times
was at the point of quarreling with God as to
why a day had only twenty-four hours and a
week only seven days.
With the success of the principles that had
been revealed to him and with which he
himself had worked and proved over so
many years, came worldwide recognition and
financial prosperity. Long past were the days
when he walked to his office for lack of
carfare. Now he lived simply but
comfortably, sparing no expense that would
contribute to the ease of carrying on the
work. His writings had gained acceptance in
many circles and had been published by first
-rate publishers both in the United States and
in England. His books had been translated
into Dutch. German, French, and Japanese.
His was the original success story.
Few persons ever knew of the struggles that
went on within, however, struggles that
undoubtedly came because he knew what the
perfected man was and could be and yet
realized that he had not attained the fullness
of what he had experienced in those inner
moments of silence.
There were times when Joel got down on his
knees and begged and pleaded with God.
Often an overwhelming sense of failure took
possession of him, the sense of missing the
goal and failing to accomplish what he had
been sent to do. Nothing in his outer
experience could, as a rule, be pinpointed to
have triggered these experiences. He was his
own severest critic although he never

presented that side of himself to the world.
To the world he was the confident spiritual
teacher who spoke out of years of
demonstrated experience.
In the papers he sent me was an envelope
with the inscription, ''My Love Offering to
God," containing the following letter to God,
dated November 18, 1952, and written at a
time of great outer stress and inner turmoil:
This past night has been a continuation of
nightmares. For weeks now, my soul has
jumped back and forth between hope and
despair, joy and anguish, doubt and
confidence; but last night came the hell of the
realization of separation from God . Today
all ties with ''this world'' are broken. Today
all concern for persons and events is gone. . .
. Al1 hope of good here is departed, and I
look forward to the unknown with a light
heart.
This is the end of the road. From 1928 to
1952, I really tried - my life, my work,
everything went into what I believed was a
search for God and God’s work. It is twentyfour years almost to the month, and it has
been failure. Oh, yes, a glorious: failure, not
one to be ashamed of. This work is a failure
only after twenty-four years of having
honestly, earnestly, faithfully lived up to the
highest I knew or was capable of, twentyfour years of giving to the fight days and
nights as complete a sacrifice of personal
interests as has been possible. So if failure, I
can at least glory in it.
There are no regrets. Since my best went into
it, I cannot feel that had I done so and so it
might have been different. Up to my
understanding and capacity, I gave it all, and
failed. So my failure is my triumph. I glory,

glory, glory in a great failure, and if a failure
it must be, rejoice, for it is a grand and noble
failure.
I know now that when men are sad and down
over their failures, somewhere they know
they did not give their utmost all. I have
given my utmost all, so I can joy and rejoice
in my failure.
And so having nothing left to place at His
feet, here it is: take my failure. It is the only
perfect thing I have to offer up. Take it,
Father: a beautiful, perfect failure, a bright
and shining failure. It is all I have, and it is
Yours.
Your son, Joel
With the writing of that letter a great sense of
peace came over Joel and with that peace
this message: ''Never have you understood
more truly. You have failed, of that there can
be no doubt, but there never was a chance in
all your experience for success. You never
had a chance from the beginning to make a
success of this. From the beginning you were
doomed to failure, and the more you realize
that the closer you will come to truth."
He realized that no person of himself could
succeed. Whatever success a person
experiences is not his but God‘s. God must
forever remain the actor, the do-er, the be-er.
God it is that imparts and God it is that
receives.
Then the words came very clearly to Joel,
''You can never succeed because God is the
only activity, but you can be the instrument
for God’s work. You can be the instrument
for God’s labor; you can be the instrument
for God’s love, but nothing more than that's

So the great lesson was borne home to him
that he had failed because he had believed
that he had the power to succeed or to fail
when all he could be was the instrument for
the hand of the Divine.
Out of this night of torture and self-surrender
was born a new ministry, the culmination of
countless weeks of toil and sorrow which
came to fruition with the conviction that he
could be neither a success nor a failure. This
recognition involved a complete surrender of
self, the little self that is so strong in every
one of us and that has to be laid upon the
altar, not office but many times.
Joel had not one experience only of
barrenness and desolation but periodically he
felt separated from that Presence that had
carried him forward step by step. Always,
however, this barrenness was the prelude to
deeper enrollments and greater recognition.
It may come as a surprise, even a momentary
feeling of shock and disappointment, to
know that this great spiritual teacher had his
moments of inner turmoil. Here was a man
who had had unusual success, not only as a
businessman but, in the years following his
experience in 1928, he had gained worldwide
recognition because of the remarkable and
apparently miraculous healings for which he
was the instrument and as a teacher of the
spiritual way of life to whom students in all
parts of the world looked for instruction.
Furthermore, the shelves of libraries and
theological seminaries throughout this
country and in other parts of the world are
stocked with the writings of this modern
mystic.
It should be a comfort to those on the Path
who may feel frustrated at their apparent lack

of progress and desolate during periods of
temporary barrenness to realize that a person
of Joel's spiritual stature, whose life was a
dedication to others and who had attained
such heights of consciousness, should have
had such struggles.
Those inner struggles-crises, initiations-were
of the greatest importance in his spiritual
unfoldment. Each one lifted him to a higher
atmosphere and altitude, a higher degree of
awareness, that consciousness that made it
possible for him to walk up and down the
world was a blessing was indeed bought with
a price the price of self-abnegation and
complete surrender of self. Because he knew
this was the price of attainment everyone
must pay and that there were few ready to
pay it, rather than encouraging those who set
out on the path of spiritual realization, he
discouraged them. While those inner
struggles tore him apart, each one served to
empty him completely to make way for the
new wine that was to now forth as inspiration
and an ever-increasing clarity.
By 1962 Joel had gathered around him a few
students he thought would be able to present
the message of The Infinite Way. These
included Eileen Bowden of Victoria, B.C.,
Canada, Lorene Mcclintock of New York
City, Daisy Shigemura of Honolulu, Hawai'i,
Virginia Stephenson of Santa Monica,
California, and the author, each of whom
gave an hour’s talk at Joel's last class in
Chicago in May, 1964.
One area in which Joel felt an overwhelming
sense of failure at times was in his estimate
of students to whom he had given much
individual attention and who he had thought
were completely dedicated and far advanced,
but who later indicated that they had never

caught the real message of The Infinite Way,
and presented it watered down by their
earlier teachings. Perhaps his weakness was
that he was so happy when anyone of
promise was attracted to his teaching that he
sometimes mistook an ardent response for a
deeper understanding than the person really
possessed. He was cognizant of this inability
always to evaluate correctly a student’s
degree of understanding, and his mistaken
confidence in such students caused him
sorrow and disappointment. One of his great
strengths was his capacity to see beyond the
human appearance to the spiritual
potentiality, but many of those whose
potential he recognized could not respond in
full to his spiritual vision. How could he,
who insisted that students should look at
every person and recognize his Christhood,
the I of, individual being, accept the obvious
fact that some persons were unable to
recognize this in themselves?
Joel's schedule of work for I962 included
England, the Continent, and South Africa. On
this trip Emma and Joel were accompanied
by Daisy Shigemura, and when the work was
completed, the three of them had a holiday in
Italy, after which Emma returned home with
Daisy, while Joel went on to South Africa. It
was at the time of the Cuban missile crisis,
and he sat for some thirty-six hour:
meditating to break through this problem,
praying continuously.
When he reached South Africa, the human
sense of exhaustion took over, and he
became critically ill in Capetown, where he
was hospitalized and placed in an oxygen
tent. He was a very obstreperous patient and
refused to cooperate with the doctor who, in
spite of Joel's rebellious attitude, became a
close friend during his period of illness and

one with whom he shared many hours
discussing political and religious subjects.

if this is the way the balance of the journey is
to be, so be it. Thy will be done, not mine.1

Joel had been ordered to remain quiet for a
period of six weeks while he was
recuperating, but he was unwilling to do this
and in three days was sitting up and working
at his mail, dictating letters to students far
and wide, and writing down some of the
thoughts that were uppermost in his mind.

After he had recovered sufficiently to leave
South Africa, he few to London and then
home to Hawai'i.

Life moves in strange patterns, bringing no
contentment or peace from persons or from
the things of ''this world." This is, of course,
a stage, because prior to this we all find
some measure of happiness in our friends,
relatively and things.
At this particular stage of life, everything
changes, and no longer can we find
satisfaction in those even closest to us, nor
understanding, nor pleasure. We ''feel'' their
emptiness of Soul. And things are of still less
importance since they lose all value even
when having intrinsic value.
This is a difficult period of life because it
represents death to that which was life. It is
the death of the earthly self, It is the end of
that span which glories in attainment of any
nature.
And yet the new life has not revealed itself;
the glories have not disclosed themselves.
The emptiness of this life is clear, but the
fulfillment of the new has not appeared.
This must be what was called the outer gate
where one awaits entrance into the Kingdom.
''This world'' has become ashes: My kingdom
has not revealed itself. And yet there is
expectancy, maybe even hope. But if not, and

The experience in South Africa was the
beginning of his last great initiation,
climaxing in the long-awaited spiritual breakthrough into that unapproachable area of
consciousness beyond the beyond- beyond
words and thoughts and beyond human
comprehension. In a letter to me from
Hawai'i, July 22, 1965, Joel wrote:
In London last year I was told I was to be
taken to higher consciousness. . . . The South
African experience was not an illness but an
initiation which is not yet complete. Well,
Friday afternoon I was taken violently ill and
had to go to bed. Cancelled my Saturday and
Sunday work. It continued 24 hours and then
when at its worst the Voice spoke, and within
an hour was up and at my work and dictated
all day Sunday to catch up on the mail.
The message was shocking, but when I
checked Thunder [of Silenced], it is in the
chapter ''Karmic Law’'' but not too clearly
stated. Would like to add about 200 words to
that chapter now.
The Voice said, ''There is no karmic lawthere is no karmic law. This is but the carnal
belief in two powers and has no existence in
the divine Consciousness or the
consciousness of man. It exists only the same
as the belief in a flat world (before 1492 )
but, as one man lifted the belief of a flat
world from all mankind, so will one now
remove forever the belief that there is a
karmic law in operation or that there is

karma.''
Of course, I can never again be the same.
Think what this means to the healing
practice! There is no law of cause or effect
(It told me)--this, too, is a carnal belief. Also
it is not true that ''as ye sow so shall ye reap."
This, too, is a belief.
This is beyond the Absolute.
Will leave this with you.
Joel's final months here on this plane are best
summed up in a letter he wrote me from
Hawai'i:
Dear Lorraine: Just passing on to you a
secret for your inspiration and meditation:
I do not know at what part of his ministry the
Master said, ''I have overcome the world' but I know now that he overcame the world
in the Garden of Gethsemane. He did not die
on the Cross. He met death in Gethsemane
and this was the death of his human life and
in this meeting of death and mastering it, he
died to human life (overcame this world) and
entered his Christ life. On the Cross he
merely surrendered his body and continued
living his eternal life. In the Resurrection, he
showed forth his human frame. It is possible
to meet death, attain the spiritual life, and yet
walk around in the human frame. It is high
demonstration and is only attained by those
who meet death and by Grace master it by
letting go of human selfhood and consciously
remain alive as spiritual life. The length of
time that the human form continues depends
upon the continued need for it.
In all mystical literature, it is necessary to
''die'' to humanhood, but it has not been

explained that this death is an actual death,
not a figurative one - and that the life that
remains is the Christ or Buddha life, the
spiritual identity even when the human form
still remains.
At some point death comes to the human,
and it is succumbed to or mastered. When
mastered, death has occurred to the human
but the spiritual life is consciously lived.
even showing forth the human frame, which
frame may be laid aside when the resurrected
one wishes, or when it has fully served its
purpose. I write not from the wisdom of man.
In this light there is a purpose in the
Crucifixion. Without it, they would not have
witnessed the living Christ but they would
have thought Jesus was still Jesus and he
could not have gotten his message across.
Probably today, because of our greater
spiritual wisdom, man will recognize the
living Christ whenever It appears in human
form and thus learn and demonstrate that
Christhood may be lived on earth.
Someday you may publish this. . . . You will
know when the time is ripe. It may be while I
am still with you in the flesh or it may be
later. Divine Grace will instruct you.
Lovingly, Joel
In August, 1963, just a few days before I left
for five weeks of work with Joel in Hawai'i,
he wrote the following letter:
Dear Lorraine:
I have the feeling that ''green pastures are
before me'' but not on this plane. Neither the
Grace that has carried me or The Infinite
Way from nowhere to here - nor the help of
you, Emma, and Daisy seems to be meeting

the physical situation. After the ascension, I
had two weeks of living in heaven - and now
hell has risen again. . . .
Grace has been the secret of my life from
1928 to date. Grace has moved me every
step - some of them painful steps - but Grace
was never absent. Now - I can't find my
Grace, and that is what disturbs me.
1 have received such a clear picture of the
law not operating when under Grace, such a
clear picture of the law of Moses (the human
mind) and the Grace of Christ (living through
transcendental consciousness). . . . I witness
that the ''natural man'' is a prisoner of the
mind, locked in his own man-made rules and
regulations misnamed laws - and that Grace
sets him free. And I have lived so long and
prospered in every way of life through
Grace. . . .
Well - if the Grace that carried me from New
York to Boston, to Florida, to California, to
Hawai'i, and around the globe is with me, all
is well. If not, we shall soon learn.
Lovingly, Joel
In 1965 classes were given in Hawai'i to
small groups of students. From these classes
it was obvious that he was preparing the
students for his withdrawal from direct
contact with him. Especially is that apparent
in the talk of September so, 1963, given a
few days before taking off- for London:
What you have had of me, what you have
experienced of me, is my consciousness of
truth. You have brought yourself to me, but
not physically. You have brought yourself to
my consciousness. Therefore, I have been in
your consciousness and you have been in my

consciousness, and what we have
experienced of each other is this
consciousness, this spiritual companionship.
If you have been receptive and responsive to
what has taken place, you have benefited by
having been lifted higher in consciousness.
But never forget this: I, too, have benefited,
because in the kingdom of God there is a
union. In the kingdom of God there is a
oneness. Therefore, there has been a flow of
consciousness among us and between us,
from me to you and from you to me. . . .
This relationship is an eternal relationship, if
you will have it so. Knowing this, I will
certainly have it so. Never, never will I be
separated from you - from my serious
students. I will never be separated from you
by time or space, nor will I be separated
from you by life or death, because I know
that all that constitutes me in reality is
consciousness. Therefore, I can hold in my
consciousness ''my own": those whom I
desire to be with and those with whom I
desire to companion. Nothing will ever
separate me from the love of my serious
students or from sharing with them. That is
because, out of my lifetime, I have found that
my greatest joy and my greatest fruitage have
been from companionship with my serious
students: those who love The Infinite Way,
those who benefit by The Infinite Way, those
who rejoice in their studies. These students
have been my companions for many, many
years. . . . These student: have really
constituted my ''family,'' my spiritual
household. For this reason, I have lived (in
consciousness with my students very often
early in the morning, and very often late at
night, and very often in between. Where your
treasure is, that is here you are going to be,
and mine has been with spiritual seekers.

Since I am consciousness, I embody in my
consciousness all that belongs to me. And
since in the kingdom of God there is no such
thing as time or space, this all happens now
and this all happens here where I am, . . . in
my consciousness, not in a city or a state or a
country. . . . In consciousness, we are never
separated. . . .
Open your consciousness and realize this: I
do not exist in time or space. The only place
I can exist is in your consciousness and if
you let me out of your consciousness, you
have let go of me because all you can know
of me is what you can embody in your
consciousness, and that is not dependent on
physical sense.
One’s physical presence is not necessary. . . .
What is necessary is the realization that we
exist as and in and of consciousness, and in
consciousness we are one. . . . That which
constitutes the physical frame is only of
relative importance: it is here today and
sometimes gone tomorrow. There is no such
thing as an eternal physical frame. Why?
Because I am not a physical frame, nor are
you. . . , So it is that I, functioning now
through this body, will eventually discard it
and function through another body because
the nature of I is consciousness, life. . . .
Be assured of this: no one who enters my
life, my consciousness, will ever be
separated or apart from it - in life or in death
- except those with whom I have nothing in
common and whom I am willing to have
dropped from me. By the same token they
are more than glad to drop me from their
consciousness. Have we ever received any
benefit from each other except a benefit of
consciousness? Is it not consciousness that
has blessed us? What part of me has ever

blessed you except my consciousness of
truth? What part of you have I ever known
except your consciousness, your love for
truth? Therefore, we are one in
consciousness, and one we will ever be as
1ong as our interest is in Truth, Spirit, God,
Consciousness. . . . What difference does it
make where I seem to be or where you seem
to be in time and space, since nothing has
ever escaped out of my consciousness
because God constitutes my consciousness?
October saw him again on his way to
London, a place that had always held a
strange fascination for him and with which he
felt a deep kinship. It was from London that
he wrote me the following letter.
November 2, 1963:
Dear
Lorraine:
Parenthesis must be recognized as the book
it is. And it is. It is my song of songs, and it
fulfills the message of The Infinite Way. It
will also lessen the public healing ministry. l
see this phase of religious teaching coming to
a close, and the new Way will be bringing
Parenthesis to those seeking an expansion of
consciousness which will embody their good
and the purifying of human consciousness en
masse for the new generation to be born into.
The activity of just healing the sick draws to
a close. This will not surprise you.
Parenthesis ensures this.
You write of my need for special help. Yes,
every day I need this. This is a critical time
for me. I am grieving constantly. I am too
''alone'' to bear it, not physically alone but
otherwise. And I grieve constantly at my
lack. The vision is clear, but somewhere
within is an empty space that hurts, pains,
and grieves. Tears are never far from my
eyes.

My spiritual universe has not externalized
itself in a harmonious outer world. My outer
universe is as barren as mortal mind itself
except that there is a sufficiency of money.
That is my only sufficiency in the outer
picture - the rest is barren and sad. So I have
another notch higher to go. I never dreamed
it possible to be so unhappy and survive. It is
all such a new experience for me.
Forgive my unloading.
Lovingly, Joel
The emptiness that brought forth that letter
office again prepared the way for new
inspiration, a new message, a deeper spiritual
experience, which came only three days later
and about which he wrote to me from
London,

1963 has been a year of fulfillment, probably
the greatest of my life. It gave us The
Contemplative life and Parenthesis --- Major
achievements. It gave us the work of Hawai'i
and England 1963 . . .
Look ahead into 1964. I see nothing before
me. . . . I have no inclination to travel or give
classes. And the great, really great revelation
of London does not appear yet in tangible
form. Last year at this time I knew an
unfoldment was ahead of me. It came. This
year I see nothing ahead. Great revelations
do not come by the dozen - just one at a time
- and this one has as yet no outer form.
So, 1964? Is there a Latin term ''Quo Vadis? .
. . Where are we going? How? It is a
''puzzlement'' but I am a Beholder.

November 8, 1963:

Hope your 1964 is a clearer picture to you.

All is wonderfully well.

Heartfelt greetings, Joel

Thursday night, November 5, it came. What
the Ten Commandments were to Moses and
the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus, my
November 5 is to me. ''Truth Veiled - Truth
Unveiled - Truth Veiled again."

The following year several classes were held
in Hawai'i with a hop over to Los Angeles
and San Francisco in March. Then in May
Joel began what was to have been an
extended lecture and class tour of the United
States and Europe, stopping in Portland,
Seattle, and Chicago, where at the Hilton
Hotel 525 students had gathered together
from all over the world to have four hours of
work with him.

Am beautifully free.
As 1963 drew to a close, he caught a vision
of the impact his work for that year had
made:
4:45 P.M., Dec. 31, 1963
Dear Lorraine:
This is a strange day. Sitting at the desk all
day with mail, looking back into 1963 and
forward into 1964 with ''puzzlement. "

There was a kind of fragile quality about him
although even then he was not a thin man: By
Grace he had let 'go of human selfhood and
consciously [remained] alive as spiritual life?
Most obvious was that sense of detachment,
of not being here or a part of this earth any
more.

A few days after the close of the Chicago
class, Joel, with an entourage of about eight
persons, including Emma, Daisy, and me, left
for Manchester, England.
The Manchester class was a beautiful
spiritual experience, as anyone who hears the
tape recordings of it can recognize. Then in
London came two successive Sundays of
what is known as the London Studio work.
The second Sunday we were in London
Gertrude and Rowland Spencer, close friends
who carried on the work in Manchester,
came down to spend the week end with
Emma and Joel. Joel was in such high spirits
that day that we all laughed until we cried
with the fun and clowning of the act that Joel
and Rowland put on for us at our hotel.
From there we went to Mary Salt’s studio on
Ladbrooke Walk, a small room which held
probably not more than twenty-five persons.
It was here that Joel gave the moving lesson
on the ''Act of Commitment'' which is
embodied in chapters ten and eleven in the
book The Mystical 1. As Joel spoke, it
seemed as if I had never experienced such a
deep silence as descended upon me and upon
the whole group. It was the mystical
experience of the Christ omnipresent and
transcendent.
The next afternoon, Monday, I went to talk
with Joel and told him what a tremendous
experience Sunday had been for mc.
Immediately he said, ''Yes, what shall we do
with it, Lorrain?''
''1 can see it as one of the last chapters in a
book.''
''You are right. It must not stand alone.'' And

then he added, ''1 have said it all. There is
nothing left for me to say or do."
I remember how I mumbled that he had said
that many times before, but strangely enough
this time I knew that he really meant it.
Throughout 1964, and even in 1963 he had
been gradually withdrawing from the world.
There were many indications that he felt his
work had been completed and that he was
ready to leave this experience in search of
the new horizon.
From a brief conversation we had together at
tea in Manchester, it was apparent from what
he said that this feeling of moving into
another experience was uppermost in his
mind. Everything in the world seemed of
little importance to him at this time. The
detachment was clear and obvious.
The lesson on "The Stature of Spiritual
Manhood'' the evening the first session of the
London Closed Class opened dealt with the
inherent and innate capacities of man as the
son of God and with the invisible nature of
man’s being as one with the divine
Consciousness. Near the end of it he made a
prophetic statement: ''The outer world
reflects back to us our state of
consciousness, and you can begin to prove
this within twenty-four or forty-eight hours in
this way: I ask you to look up here at me and
not look at this framework, this body, this
casing, but try to look through my eyes and
find Me, discern that which is behind my
eyes. See if you cannot find something about
me that is invisible, intangible."
There he was, sitting only a few feet away
from me, the picture of a fulfilled person,
rejoicing in the thing he loved to do most of
all: impart the spiritual wisdom that was his

from his first initiation. As always, he spoke
with the confident assurance that the years of
living this truth had given him. I looked up at
him as he spoke and found myself thinking,
''Why, Joel, you're saying good-by to us!''
The following evening, Tuesday, Joel met
with his American publisher, Eugene Exman,
who was then in London on an editorial trip
for Harper. Mr. Exman told me that he and
Philip Unwin of George Allen & Unwin had
arranged for a dinner that evening at the
Garrick Club at which they and their wives
would entertain Emma and Joel. Deciding
that afternoon that he did not care to leave
the hotel, Joel had Emma telephone Mr.
Exman, asking that they be excused from
dinner but inviting the Exmans to come to
their hotel suite later.
That evening Joel talked endlessly and
animatedly, spinning one yarn after another
in his matchless way, each one pointing up
the progress of The Infinite Way and its
potentiality. Mr. Exman said that much of
Joel's conversation was autobiographical;
and I occasionally asked questions about his
life and work to prod him on. Knowing that
he probably felt tired and that it was getting
late, I said several times that we should go,
but he protested that we should stay longer.
It was well past eleven o'clock when the
Exmans left. Never had Joel been in a gayer
mood or in higher spirits.
About five o'clock the next morning Emma
called mc to come to their suite at office. She
also called Daisy Shigemura and Tom Jones
of Capetown, South Africa. The three of us
went into the room where Joel was lying
quietly, conscious but not speaking. Because
of hotel regulations, the house physician was
called, and he insisted on bringing in a

specialist. While the specialist examined
Joel, we three went into the living room and
sat there, all of us meditating. Most of the
time Emma was with Joel. At 8:20 in the
morning she came out and told us that Joel
had made the transition.
What he had prophesied Monday evening
had come to pass thirty-six hours later: the
framework had become a shell, and the
invisibility the omnipresent reality.
Joel never was completely free of that hearthunger that sought a human externalization of
the divine communion he experienced so
frequently. Most of all, the human part of him
longed to be understood. He knew that there
were certain qualities about him that made
him difficult to live with and to work with,
but these qualities which demanded much of
those associated with him were a part of him
only because of his intense one-pointedness
and a selfless dedication to the work which
always took precedence over his comfort and
even superseded his cofficern for those close
to him. He hoped that those close to him
could see beyond those qualities to what was
really there.
Humanly, we are hoping to find someone
who will understand us. We do not really
realize that it is literally true that what we are
looking for is someone to understand us in
our spiritual integrity, because each one of
us, no matter how villainous we may be
outside, knows that inside we are angels.
We are so perfect that even our mother does
not appreciate us. I know that, because all
my life I have been that way. I have not
found too many people to agree with me, but
they did not know me, they did not
understand me. Inside, I am a fine fellow,
and I know that all my life I have longed for

someone else to see that in me.2
I know in my heart and soul that I am a
perfect spiritual individual, a perfect 100%
good human being. But I also know that
there are traits and habits which operate as
me which I would love to be rid of because
they are less than what I am. They are
superimposed upon me like the dirt or the
soot that gets on the face. You know it‘s not
your face, but until you can get to that soap
and water you have to bear with it.
And so with us. I know the traits, the
characteristics, the human degree of
imperfection that is in me. I know it‘s there. I
am very conscious of it. But l am conscious
of it because I have something to measure it
with and that is what I really am. So I would
like to be rid of these other things, and I live,
just as you do, for one purpose; to free
myself of these so that l can live as I really
am inside.
You have heard me joke a lot about how I
can sing beautifully inside, only it won't
come out that well. And you know I am
always playing the piano on the table. That’s
because it is in me, and I can't bring it out. It
just will not come out, but it is there. And I
know it. It’s beautiful, and it’s perfect, and I
love it, but I can't get it out. And so it is that I
know myself. I know that in my heart and
soul, in my innermost being, I am the most
perfect individual on the face of this globe.
But I am sorry that I cannot always bring it
out and show it to you.3
He longed to be free of the human tendencies
that were still left in him, but as I said to him
office, none of these detracted from his
greatness. He was a man who had had many
of the frailties of humanhood, most of which

he had completely surmounted. If a few
evidences of his human origin remained, such
as his impatience with stupidity, ignorance,
and superstition, wherever he found them,
does that make his work less great or his
integrity less real? On the contrary, only
greater.
It was my privilege to work with him hour
after hour and day after day. With these few
vestiges remaining of a life long ago
forsaken, he still was a monumental
character, great in his unselfedness, devoted
to a mission, showing forth in his daily life an
unswerving integrity. For the most part he
was quick to recognize his own faults and
failings. office when he was referring to these
in talking with me, I said, ''I'm glad you have
those few human qualities and little traits of
character left because they will hold you here
for a while, and I'd like to have you here as
long as possible. If you were perfect, you
would ascend right out of this whole
experience.
Freedom from these mortal tendencies came
during his great and final initiation. On June :
17 , 1964, no longer earthbound, the gallant
happy traveler had found a new land to
explore, that unknown territory that lies on
the other side, and he was on his way to
beyond the beyond.
It was a gallant life, brave and courageous,
dedicated to selfless service, as untold
numbers of persons who have been blessed
and uplifted can testify. But Joel never felt he
himself did any of this, as he stated so clearly
and with such humility in his spiritual
autobiography:
Joel can take no credit for any of the
wonderful experiences that have come to him

since his spiritual regeneration in 1928, nor
can he take credit for the blessings which so
obviously have come to thousands of people
through his activities, because Joel knows
that none of this rich frontage has come
through Joel. On the other hand, the I that I
really am, who has performed these things,
utters them, does them. This I has no identity
and personality on which can be hung any
praises, and against which no failures could
be counted.
It is something strange and not to be
explained that I, the author of The Infinite
Way writings, have not one iota of feeling of
accomplishment, but more the realization of
just naturally living and being and uttering
that which inevitably is Truth. I realize that at
some time I must leave this human scene
because there are much greater works to be
done when the foundation has been laid on
this plane, and I have so provided that there
will be no funeral or burial so that there will
be no identity left to honor or to praise, for
Joel is entitled to none of these things, and I
will live forever.
NOTES
Unless otherwise indicated, the sources
below are tape recordings of Joel S.
Goldsmith's lectures and classers, letters
written by him to the author, conversations
with him, or other unpublished material given
by him to the author. Tape recordings
referred to in these notes are available for
purchase.
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